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Message from the Headteacher

It hardly seems possible that we are nearing the end of yet another 
academic year, it seems to have just whizzed by! This has been a 
very busy term for both staff and students alike as you can see from 
the articles that follow.

As I write, we are nearly at the end of Activities Week and I would like 
to thank staff for all their hard work in organising the residential trip 
for Year 7 and alternative activities for those not attending the trip 
along with five days of activities for Years 8 and 9. It is a mammoth 
logistical exercise which we start thinking about at the beginning of 
the academic year so this is the culmination of a good nine months 
of planning, risk assessments and chasing students for those all 
important permission slips. I do hope the students have enjoyed 
themselves.

Funding

I have mentioned in Newsletters last year and probably the year before 
about the shocking state of funding for schools and unfortunately 
the situation has not improved. You cannot fail to notice in the news 
that Headteachers across the country are starting to complain, 
as one, about the fact they are going to be bankrupt, while the 
Government continues to trot out the line that school funding has 
been protected in real terms. Well I’m not sure which reality they 
are living in because that is not my reality. To add insult to injury 
they fail to acknowledge or admit that there is a teacher recruitment 
crisis. So what about us, well we are in a similar position to other schools, hanging on by our fingertips 
and having to consider similar options as other schools in the future, however in the first instance 
we have decided that next year charity will have to begin at home, apart from annual fundraisers like 
Children in Need & Comic/Sport Relief, there will also be a letter in your annual data pack encouraging 
you to contribute a regular amount to our school fund, all of which will go towards making sure we 
can afford the resources to support both the curriculum and extra-curricular activities. We have some 
fundraising activities planned such as Boot Fairs during the summer break and we hope to arrange a 
sponsored walk in September.

Finally

May I take this opportunity to thank all the staff at the school for all their continued hard work this year 
in supporting our students to be the best they can be. 

I wish you all a safe and relaxing holiday. We look forward to welcoming new Year 7 students to the 
Chatham site on Monday 4th September at 8.40am, Year 13 also at 8.40am in the Sixth Form Centre 
and Years 8 -11 at 10.30am at their designated sites. The exception are Year 12 who begin on 
Wednesday 6th September at 8.40am in the Sixth Form Centre.

Mrs D Liddicoat
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Music

Trip to see Wicked the Musical in London

On 29th June 45 students travelled up to London to see the 
musical Wicked, which is set as a prequel to The Wizard of Oz 
and is also featured in GCSE music lessons.

It was a fantastic performance and those that had been before 
agreed that it was the best they’d seen!

Summer Concert featuring the Year 13 leaving musicians – 
30th June 

Always one of the highlights of the year, the summer concert 
features the school ensembles in the first half and then the 
Year 13 leaving musicians in the second half - they choose 
what to play; we heard an amazing range of music, from jazz 
and blues to a comedy trombone routine! We will miss all our 
leavers - good luck for the future!

Jazz Band play with the Ronnie Scott’s Big Band

Our students that play with the school’s jazz band were incredibly lucky to be given the 

opportunity to have a day workshop and then performance with the celebrated Ronnie Scott’s 

Big Band on 7th July. They were really put through their paces and many performed solos in the 

evening concert to a packed venue in Deal which was terrifically received.

Advanced Vocal Ensemble win the chance to perform at the finals of the National Festival of 

Music for Youth

Back in April the Advanced Vocal Ensemble (AVE) 
found out that they had won a place in the finals of 
this prestigious music competition and on 6th July 
travelled up to Birmingham to sing.

They gave a tremendous performance and whilst there 
were no placings (the prize itself is to perform on the 
day) we are keeping our fingers crossed that they 
might be invited to perform at the Royal Albert Hall in 
November!

To view their performance, visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e8nqtcibSp8

One Night Only

On 8th July over a hundred students put on a 
‘one night only’ production which was a variety 
performance of musical numbers from shows, 
such as Phantom of the Opera, Les Miserables, 
Wicked, Miss Saigon and Chicago. Despite it being 
a very hot evening they gave a fantastic evening’s 
entertainment to a packed house – well done to 
everyone who took part. A video of the event will 

be on YouTube shortly.
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Attendance

We have had a fantastic year for attendance, with more students with 100% attendance from 

September 2016 than any other year.

Student Kin Mo had 100% attendance from Year 7 - Year 11. An outstanding accomplishment.  

Please keep us informed when your child is absent from school. Any absences for holiday or family 

occasion must be requested on a form which is available from reception.

The East Kent Maths Challenge

Mrs Shuttle and Mrs Atkins took a small group of girls to the University of Kent to participate in 

The East Kent Maths Challenge on Friday 7th July. The girls produced an outstanding poster on 

The Golden Ratio which in addition to their excellent participation in the Group tasks led them to 

win first place. Students who really impressed judges included Lydia Nottingham, Ellie Laffey and 

Jessica Booth. First prize is a VIP trip to the new £32million Sibson Building at the University of 

Kent. 

Charity Collections

The students have collected money for a variety of different causes this year, some of them related 

to their House Charity and others for national charity events. The House charity collections are:

KH £40.09 QEQM
MS £204.16 Macmillan Nurses
RP £447.10 Great Ormond Street
TS £1026.40 Pilgrims Hospice

CALM in memoriam - Ravi Ghowry £220.00

CALM non-uniform £1169.05
Children in Need £1324.10
Save the Children £846.61
African School Project £1140.30
Red Nose Day £157.00
Dandelion Time £1400.00
Children with Cancer £1400.00

Total £7657.06

Race for Life

Congratulations to members of 10KHg and their 

form tutors, Ms Dean and Mrs Hood, for taking 

part for Race for Life on Sunday.  Thank you to 

the parents for their support.

News from across the school
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Carnegie Medal

Since before Easter, a group of book-worm students, alongside Mrs Gregory and Mrs Myhill 

have been reading their way through this year’s Carnegie shortlist.

The Carnegie Medal is in its 80th year, and the titles and winners are always chosen by 

children’s and school librarians, and represent nominations from the children themselves. 

Books chosen have to have been published in that year/since the last award and must be in 

English (but can include translations).

We have run a “shadowing group” for many years. As well as reading as many of the books 

as possible, we meet once a week at lunchtime and discuss the books. We then watch the 

live streaming of the final award ceremony and have a ‘bit of a do’… the only time food and 

drink is allowed in the library!

This year’s group was particularly enthusiastic, and 16 of us watched the final (they had to 

have read at least three of the books to qualify, five of us had read all of them). The group 

comprised students right across KS3 and included three boys for the first time for a few 

years. They added much to our discussions.

We were delighted that the top book in our own league table actually won the Carnegie Medal. 

None of the books were easy reads, grappling with many “life issues” and/or looking at the 

grimmer parts of history. The winner, “Salt to the Sea” by Ruta Sepetys, told the story of a 

time towards the end of WW2 when Eastern Europeans were trying to flee to Germany to 

escape the Russians. It combines fiction with real history when they tried to leave on a ship 

(the MV Wilhelm Gustlof). It was so overloaded it sank and was, to date, the worst maritime 

disaster ever, far outweighing the loss of life on the Titanic. The story is told through the eyes 

of four very different characters.

An Amnesty prize was also awarded to one of the books; “Bone Sparrow” by Zana Fraillon. 

This tells of an immigrant detention centre in Australia where conditions are so harsh it is 

more akin to a labour camp. The story is told through a boy born in the camp, who knows of 

nothing beyond the fence, and a girl who lives nearby on the outside.

All the books are worth reading, by adults and children alike… Please do contact the librarian 

if you want to know more.
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Careers Day Report

Chatham & Clarendon Grammar School are always striving to equip their students as best 

as possible for the future. The Careers and Higher Education days held on the 6th and 7th 

of July allowed students to take part in various activities and workshops throughout the 

event. The days gave them vital information about how to make the best possible decisions 

for their life in further education after completing Year 11. 

The careers fair gave students an opportunity to ask professionals from a wide variety of 

professions and colleges about what could be expected from the day to day workings within 

their companies and organisations. This gave students useful insight into the challenges 

and benefits of each individual career sector. Practical activities were also available to take 

part in, where professionals demonstrated some of the skills needed for the job, such as 

tiling with the Mears Group who could share their positive values and vision in the process.

The students also had an opportunity to gain knowledge about how to effectively write a 

CV with Barclays LifeSkills. It is a well-known fact that come time to write a CV, whether 

as part of an application to sixth form, University or another education path, students can 

find it stressful.  The workshop helped to highlight the importance of writing a good CV and 

how to make the most of the limited space they are given. Chris Target, a representative of 

CXK gave a talk to our students about the different career pathways that can be taken. He 

encouraged them to ‘challenge the limited assumptions’ of further education, informing 

them of the more varied possibilities of progressing into higher learning and specific 

careers, other than the traditional route. According to Mr Target, career days are ‘vital’ for 

students in order to give them the support they need to make informed decisions as well 

as discovering the correct path for them to take in the future. 

On the 7th July Year 10 embarked on an exciting trip to Canterbury Christ Church University 

where they could experience a tour of the campus and ask academics about life in higher 

education. Topics such as the courses available and accommodation were all covered. 

There was lots of positive feedback from students as many said the day and its activities 

made them feel more confident about choosing the correct path after Year 11. More career 

days such as this was highly recommended by our students for future students at the 

school. 



Ramsgate Festival 2017

This year’s event runs from July 22nd to July 30th. The Festival will again have a wide range of art-

based activities for all ages plus a series of talks of an educational nature concerning Ramsgate and 

Thanet heritage. Among the latter will be free talks on Thanet archaeology, a history of Ramsgate 

lifeboats, Pugin and the Sea, Dame Janet Stancomb-Wills, a talk on how the past may inform 

building prosperity for the future, the appearance of Ramsgate in feature films and an update on 

The Rooswijk Project.

#DREAMMARINE

Heritage Programme

Ramsgate
Reflections

The Royal Harbour Brasserie Saturday 22nd July from
12:30 £12 including fish and chips or paella + dessert.

Brian Daubney tells the story of our harbour as
an after lunch entertainment.

Harbour Saga

Every Picture Tells a Story
Michael Blaker RE takes us on an illustrated talk of a
lifetime of etching and painting.
The Wellington Room at the Falstaff Hotel Saturday
22nd July at 5pm for the talk with the display of his
work remaining for viewing across the full week of
the Festival - Free

History of Ramsgate’s Lifeboats

The Sailors’ Church Wednesday 26th
July at 3pm - Free

John Ray reveals the history of lifeboating at
Ramsgate since1802 with emphasis on key events
and rescues.

The Clifftop Amazon
Laura Probert’s fond tribute to Dame Janet
Stancomb-Wills: our first lady mayor and most
generous benefactress.
The Wellington Room at the Falstaff Hotel Monday
24th July at 3pm - Free

Ramsgate, Landscape and
People.
Archaeologist Ges Moody explores three centuries
of Ramsgate’s geology, archaeology and history
The Wellington Room at the Falstaff Hotel Tuesday
25th July at 3pm - Free

Pugin, Ramsgate and the Sea
Catriona Blaker will relate Pugin’s love and
knowledge of the sea to his life in Ramsgate.
The New St Augustine and Pugin Visitor Centre at
The Grange Thursday 27th July at 3pm - Free

Ramsgate 1817 to 2017: Ups, Downs
andWhatever Next?
Terry & Janet Prue take the long view of
Ramsgate’s popularity and relate it to prospects
for prosperity in the future.
The Wellington Room at the Falstaff Hotel Friday
28th July at 3pm - Free

Location Ramsgate
Danny Nissim and Stephen Davies take you back
to the town as it was, thanks to some nearly
forgotten feature films.
The Wellington Room at the Falstaff Hotel Saturday
29th July at 3pm - Free

The #Rooswĳk1740 Project
Marine archaeologist Daniel Pascoe will update
us on the ongoing excavation of this Dutch East
India ship that sank on the Goodwin Sands in
1740.
The Wellington Room at the Falstaff Hotel Sunday
30th July at 5pm - Free

Delve deep into the history of Ramsgate

Book tickets online and at Nice Things in Harbour Street, or go to the information tent in the harbour
during the Festival.
For the full Festival programme, information and bookings for all events see ramsgatefestival.org 7
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Staying safe during the summer holidays

The following is a link to a Parental Guide to Gangs which we have been sent. This 

provides useful information about what to look out for if you are worried about your 

son/daughter. 

http://www.ccgrammarschool.co.uk/uploads/document/Parents-Guide-to-Gangs.

pdf
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Uniform Reminder

This is my annual plea to check the uniform policy in your son/daughter’s planner before purchasing 

new uniform please. Can I remind you that shoes should be of a conventional type; Clarks and 

some of the Sports shops market some trainer type shoes as school shoes and these are not 

acceptable.

It seems to be fashionable for some students to have their hair shaved, could I ask that hair is no 

shorter than a number 2 on the clippers.

Nose and facial piercings are not acceptable and students will be told to remove them.

Hair colour – every year at least one student turns up in September with their hair dyed an 

unacceptable colour, because despite the fact the packaging has stated it will wash out over a 

number of washes, their hair has retained the colour. When students return in September their hair 

should be a colour which is naturally occurring and should not be two tone in appearance.

E-Safety

We have been alerted about a new 
feature that has been built into 
‘Snap Chat’. 

Snap Map allows users to share 
their location with their friends. 
However anyone who has been 
accepted as a ‘friend’ can see their 
location unless this feature has 
been disabled in Snap Chat.  Please 
warn your son/daughter about this 
feature and remind them that only 
people they know should be accepted as friends. For more information log on to:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-40509281

http://www.ccgrammarschool.co.uk/uploads/document/Parents-Guide-to-Gangs.pdf 
http://www.ccgrammarschool.co.uk/uploads/document/Parents-Guide-to-Gangs.pdf 
http://www.ccgrammarschool.co.uk/uploads/document/Parents-Guide-to-Gangs.pdf 
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Staff Leaving

Mr Lemon ICT and Computing is retiring after 9 years at the school. I want to thank him for all his 

hard work supporting students and his contribution to the school. We all wish him a long and 

happy retirement. 

Mr Moss, Science technician, is also retiring after 7 years at the school.  I want to thank his for his 

hard work within the science department, but also for being our minibus driver on lots of school 

trips. We all wish him a long and happy retirement.

Mrs Pruitt, Economics, is leaving and we wish her every 
success in the future.

Dr Tebbutt is leaving us after 17 years at the school. Not 
only is he an outstanding teacher and maths examiner, 
he has been responsible for writing our school timetable, 
no mean feat particularly in the years when we were 
federated and he had to write 3 timetables every year. 
Whilst he is leaving teaching, he is going to continue 
on a consultancy basis to help us with our timetable.

Mr Smith is also leaving us at the end of this term after 
covering Mrs Magill.

School Uniform Suppliers - change of address

Please note that the Schoolwear Centre Chatham Street Ramsgate (opposite the Chatham 

School Site) has now moved to 33-35 Harbour Street, Ramsgate.

‘NEARLY NEW’ SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP
Chatham Site Reception, Chatham Street
Will be open on Friday 24th July, Friday 11th, 18th and 25th August 10am - 1pm

We sell school jumpers, blazers and skirts all for only £5 an item.
Or you can swap any item you no longer need for another in stock.

NB: we do not stock PE kit or other items such as shirts and trousers.

 
NEEDED FOR THE SHOP - Donations of unwanted School Uniform
  
Please check if you have any school jumpers, blazers or skirts you no longer need especially 

Year 9s who will be changing from the green Lower School into the black Upper School 

uniform or Year 11s who will be looking so smart in their business clothes from September.

If you have any items please bring them in to shop during opening hours.

Thank you 
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