
Newsletter
Chatham & Clarendon Grammar School

For all the very latest news log on to ccgrammarschool.co.uk

Welcome back to what has been a very wet new term, 
looking on the bright side we haven’t had any snow… yet!

Issue 03 - February 2014

• Great Christmas Bake Off - 
CCGS students get baking.

•  House Drama - Full report from 
the inter-house competition.

•  Music News - All the very latest 
from the music department.

•  Cambridge Visit - A group of Yr10 
Students visit Queens’ College.

•  Sports News - Catch up with two 
future Olympians.

Great Christmas Bake Off

Inspired by the hit BBC TV show, thirty boys and girls from Years 
7 to 9 submitted their specialities for this festive treat; however 
the competition was fierce and only nine Christmas themed 
bakes were selected for the Grand Final!  The judges, Mrs Lisa 
Hemingway and Miss Lyndsey Bennett from the Cupcake Café  
in Margate, came to judge their efforts and brought some of her 
home-made cupcakes for the runners-up.  The bakes ranged 
from Snowy-scene cakes, festively-shaped chocolate biscuits 
and Christmassy cupcakes. The winner, Robyn Johnson (Yr7) 
won with her sophisticated and original orange flavoured cake 
and received a trophy and a Great British Bake Off cookery book 
for her efforts. Second place went to Sian Smith (Yr7) and third 
place to Laura Kingston (Yr8)  All of the bakes were praised for 
having different strengths and the young bakers were advised 
by the experts in how to improve their cooking.  The competition 
was a great success which is likely to be repeated in years to 
come.
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House Drama

Friday 24th January saw the House Drama competition take place.  Instead of having a 

Lower School and Upper School competition, for the first time students from Year 7 to 13 

all took part together which brought new challenges for the House Captains.

Mann Somerville kicked off the day with a play based on the game of Cluedo.  There were 

good performances from all students, especially Harrison Mogg-Walls, who won Best 

Supporting Junior Actor.

Knight Heath followed with their take on Oliver Twist. Again a strong performance by 

everyone with Djamel Turner, who played Oliver, taking the top prize of Best Junior Actor.

Megan Campbell, who won the Best Script prize, brought us the very funny Rothschild 

Pearce performance of Captain Super Amazing, earning Peter Clapham the award of 

Best Supporting Senior Actor.

It was Alex Lockwood’s day though as House Captain for Thomas Sharman; she not only 

took away the Best Director’s prize but together with her House volunteers, won the Best 

Overall House Performance for the play the Carltons and Monroes with Sophie LLugiqi 

winning best Senior Actor. 

Congratulations to all participants for giving up their time to support their House and all 

House Captains and their teams for all their hard work making this competition such a 

success.

Our thanks go to Mrs Judge and Mrs Myhil for making the important adjudicating decisions 

of the day and Mr Gibbons for all his help.
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Music News
Dates this term
 
It has a been a busy term so far, largely because of rehearsals for this year’s school production 
at the beginning of March, which is a variety show called Showstoppers!Details are on the last page....

• Advanced Percussion School will again be competing in the National Festival of Music for 
Youth, the regional finals for which are in Ashford on Sunday 23rd March. 
• Senior Wind Band are this year performing at the Thanet Schools’ Prom, which is on the 27th 
March towards the end of this term. There will be an afternoon rehearsal in the Winter Gardens, 
and then the evening performance (also at the Winter Gardens) will be at 6.30pm. The evening 
should finish about 9pm. This year our band is the featured band, and will be performing the 
finale!
 
Many of our students are also taking part in the Thanet Festival of Music and Drama this March 
and we wish them all the best!

Cambridge Visit
Fourteen Year 10 students visited Queens’ College, Cambridge in February 
as part of an annual motivational visit. They were shown around by current 
student volunteers (studying medicine, history and English), listened to a short 
presentation on what the University was looking for in its students (a thorough 
and deep-seated passion for their subject coupled with the capacity for very hard, 
self-directed work) and enjoyed lunch in the College refectory.
 
As a result of the visit Mr Fenner has arranged for representatives from Queens’ to 
spend a day with our current Year 12 Oxbridge hopefuls, many of whom attended 
a similar day two years ago. 
Later this month, another visit is planned to St Hugh’s College, Oxford, for a 
further ten Year 10 students.



Future Olympians at CCGS?
Having not had an Olympian at the school since Sean Kerly, we now have two 
contenders which is testament to the ever improving Sport at the school. Both 
Isaac O’Connor and Ben Pond have their sights firmly set on competing at the 
Olympic Games in the near future. 
Pentathlon

A few weekends ago Ben travelled to Bath to compete in the 1st of 3 British Rankings 
competitions, he was only able to compete in 4 of the disciplines as he does not 
have a high enough riding certificate to compete in the ride, however the idea of 
the competition for Ben was to get noticed by the GB performance team and get 
his foot in the door. After 4 disciplines Ben finished in 9th place. He finished 1st in 
the swim beating the athlete ranked 4th in the world for Pentathlon who currently 
holds the world record for the swim. This outstanding performance has led to a 
conditional offer from Bath University for a performance degree course for elite 
athletes, giving Ben the best opportunity to make his dreams come true.
Hockey

Isaac has taken a different route to stardom after competing for England u18s last 
summer. Over the February half term he will be competing for England u21s in a 
Home Nations Tournament. Assuming this goes well for Isaac, who is currently 18, 
and will be one of the youngest in the squad, the next step will be the full England 
squad. Isaac will leave CCGS in summer 2015 and the school is hoping he can 
continue to make strides forward to compete at the Olympic Games.
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Staffing

We welcome Ms Harris to the post of Senior Tutor at the Lower School. If you 

need to contact Ms Harris regarding your son or daughter her email address is 

lharris@ccgrammarschool.co.uk, however the Head of House should always 

be the first port of call.

Congratulations to Mr Goodwin who has been appointed Deputy Head, Lower 

School.

Mr Rosedon has joined us to cover English teacher Mrs Harris’ maternity 

leave, Mrs Wisbey is covering Mrs Barnes’ maternity leave and Mrs Jebbett 

is covering Mrs Andrews’ maternity leave.
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Reminders

School uniform

Just a reminder that school shoes should be ‘a conventional polishable style’, some students are wearing 

boots which are not acceptable neither are Vans, Converse and Kickers boots. If you are unsure of 

what is and is not allowed the uniform rules are printed in the student planner and the uniform policy is 

available on the website, (click on the ‘about us’ tab and then document zone). Your support in this is 

much appreciated as we waste an excessive amount of time dealing with uniform infringements.

Behaviour

Our students are usually very well behaved both in school and on the way to and from school; however 

we do occasionally have complaints from members of the public about their behaviour on public transport 

particularly the trains. We do remind students regularly that they are ambassadors for the school whilst 

they are wearing our uniform, and that poor behaviour reflects badly on the school. In the main the poor 

behaviour reported is about inappropriate language, being noisy and blocking the thoroughfare through 

the train. I am sure I can rely on you to reinforce our expectations about good behaviour when wearing 

our uniform.

Social Media

Could you please remind your son/daughter about appropriate use of social media. It is not acceptable 

to take photos of other students without consent, nor is it appropriate to then forward those pictures on 

to other students or post them on social media sites. Students should also be reminded that sending or 

posting inappropriate or unpleasant messages could become a police matter.

Revision Classes

Information about revision classes for Year 11 are available on the website (click on the curriculum 

tab, then examination and then Year 11 revision). Please encourage your son/daughter to attend these 

whenever possible as they offer valuable support, and guidance, whilst giving students an extra chance 

to practice exam questions.
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This	  year’s	  schoo
l	  production	  is	  a	  

variety	  show	  wit
h	  song	  and	  dance

	  from	  many	  different	  musicals	  througho
ut	  the	  ages.	  

We have over 200 students involved in this  production and it should be fantast ic – please do come 

along! 

Performances: 

• Thursday 6th  March at 7pm  

• Friday 7th  March at 7pm 

• Saturday 8th  March at 2pm 

• Saturday 8th  March at 7pm 

Tickets are free (and will be available after half term from the Chatham and Clarendon Offices) although there will be a collection 

after each performance. 

Rehearsals :  

See current rehearsal schedule that has been emailed to all students involved for rehearsals up until the final week. 

Dress  and technical rehearsals  ( for all  s tudents involved,  including choir and 

backstage crew): 

• Sunday 2nd March – 9am-5pm 

• Monday 3rd  March – 8.50-5pm 

• Tuesday 4th March – 8.50-5pm 

Primary Schools ’ per formances: 

Wednesday 5th March at  9am (please get  changed  at  8 .30am) and 12pm. 

 

Any queries to Miss Hollman, Miss Moody, Mrs Magill or Miss Weedon. 

Showstoppers! 

Songs from the musicals 

The Staff of CCGS wish you a good break 
and will see you back on Monday 24 
February.
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