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Dear Parents/Carers,
Issue 10 - November 2015

• Welcome message from the 
Headteacher

• Guiness World Record - Find 
out if the school were successful 
in their attempt on Page 2.

• Music and Drama - Students 
work with the Garsington Opera 
Company and achievers from 
music exams.

• World Maths Day - Full report 
on a successfull competition.

• Spain Residential - Students 
and staff spend time in Cantabria

• Notices - Thank yous, dates 
for your diaries, staff news and 
general notices.

Welcome to our first newsletter of the Year which 
gives you a summary of all the activities which have 
taken place in the first term. Our new Year 7 have 
settled in very well and are now finding their way 
about the school with ease.
 
Our exam results in the summer were very pleasing 
yet again. For the third year running our GCSE results 
have improved with an overall pass rate of 98.8% of 
students gaining 5A* - C grades, 49% A* - A grades 
and 96.9% of students gained 5 A* - C with English 
& Maths. At A Level our results remain steady with 
an overall pass rate of 99.2%, with 24.4% of grades 
at A* - A and 52.4% at A* - B. I want to pay tribute to 
all our students who worked incredibly hard to gain 
these results, they are truly well deserved. I would 
also like to publicly thank all the staff for their hard 
work in ensuring that our students achieved their 
potential not just over the two years they taught 
them but also, by providing one to one support 
when necessary, providing revision sessions either 
at lunchtime, after school, on Saturdays and during 
the school holidays throughout the exam season. 

Our current Year 11 begin their mock exams the 
week commencing 30th November and should by 
now have their revision underway! Year 12 & 13 have 
their mocks the week commencing 11th January 
2016. 

Poppy Appeal

Poppies are available from the reception areas at all three sites at break and lunchtimes for a donation.
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Guinness Book Records Event

On the 23rd September, students from Years 7-11 participated in an attempt 

to beat the record for the World’s Largest Mobile Phone Gaming Event. 

This event is for the most people playing computer games collectively in 

one location and was attempted to celebrate the new Computer Science 

curriculum, in particular its unit in games programming.

Fortunately, it was a beautiful sunny day. The astroturf was dry from the 

previous day’s rainfall, and this meant that the event could take place as 

planned.

Mrs Wright thought she had made an early start to get down to the astroturf, 

but was greeted by Mr Richford and Mr Goodwin who were already setting up 

the cones to divide the astroturf into sitting areas.

A lot of staff were busy. Mr Adelsberg and Mr. Lemon were discussing the 

coordination of students. Mr Ashdown brought with him a wonderful display 

of Year 9s work, which illustrated a giant mobile phone. Mr Haywood was 

busy organising his media crew with Mr Fountain and Mr Harris, whilst Mr 

Gibbons was arranging music and sound! Mrs Wright also had 6th formers 

Joseph, Luke and Clifford on standby to welcome our guests.

As preparations were being completed, our guests started to arrive.  We were 

pleased to welcome the Ramsgate Rotary Club and the Mayor, Mayoress 

and Town Sergeant whom were acting as stewards and witnesses.  We also 

welcomed other volunteers from the local community.

Soon people were in place and students started to join us all. There was 

excitement in the air, as well as a wonderful buzz – I guess because we were all 

excited at doing something together that no one in the world has attempted.

Mrs Liddicoat handed  to the Rotary Club a cheque for £312.40 whose charity 

this year, is FEGANS, a local organisation which supports disadvantaged 

people in the area. Then after speeches were made, the students were off! 

It was all over in a flash, and with 10 minutes of mobile phone game time, 

carefully monitored by our guests the students cheered with a round of 

applause, that a new record had been set, with a total of 734 students all 

making the attempt together.

A fantastic event which was made successful by the collective efforts of all 

staff and students.  We certainly hope that this event will stay in the minds 

of students for years, as it is not every day that you can say you’re a record 

breaker! 2
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Music and Drama News

On 30th September and 1st October the Garsington Opera Company came into school for two days to work with some of our GCSE and A level music and drama students on a performance based on Mozart’s Cosi Fan Tutte - bringing the meaning up to date and exploring different methods of staging and interpreation.
The students absolutely loved it and all learnt a great deal from working with professional performers, singers and directors. They then performed a composition at the Winter Gardens on Sunday 11th October which was devised during the workshop from ideas the group had come up with, and were extrememly well recieved. Well done to all those who took part!

 
Joe Parrish, in Year 12 was this year awarded a cash prize from the music exam board ABRSM for achieving the highest mark in the area for his grade 7 piano exam last July. Well done Joe! Many of our students regularly take grade exams, and recent successes include: Caitlyn Hancock, Kaitlyn Gutrige, Martha Carter, Bethia Carter, Grace Broadley, Orla Davey, Lydia Nottingham, Reuben Southern, Jack Goode, Christie McCormack, Robert Jordan, Elliot Lane and Jake Robinson. Well done to everyone, and if you’ve been successful in a music exam recently please let the music department know so they can celebrate your success!
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World Maths Day

This year World Maths Day was held on 14th October. All students were registered 
and the maths department organised prizes for the top 3 students in each category.
 
The top three students in each category were:
Year 7
Lydia Nottingham (Highest in Year and Best in School)Reece Comley
Bradley Bisset
 
Year 8
Michael Adekoya (Highest in Year)Rhys Freeman
Aimee Scott
 
Year 9
Callum Musselwhite (Highest in Year)Umar Huzure
Ryan Curran
 
Year 10-13
Olivia Kay-Hill (Highest in Year)Susannah Grace
Martha Carter
 
Congratulations to everyone who took part.



Spain Trip

At 4am on Wednesday 21st October, a group of half-asleep Year 10 and 11s met at 

Clarendon bound for Heathrow where we boarded a flight for Bilbao in the North 

of Spain.  The aim of the visit was to speak and listen to lots of Spanish as well as 

to discover more about Spain, Spanish traditions and this less well known area of 

Spain.  

Once in Spain we headed straight for our hotel in the beautiful village in Santillana 

in the Cantabria region of Spain, after we had settled in we headed into the village 

to explore before returning to the hotel for dinner.  

The next morning we were up early, while it was still dark, to head to our language 

lessons in Santander, the town not the bank!  The language lessons were 3 hours 

long, nevertheless the students enjoyed them and enjoyed the challenge of listening 

to Spanish for 3 hours non-stop each morning, the students commented on how 

much their listening skills had improved.  After the lessons we headed to the beach 

where we ate our lunch, played football and ate ice cream in glorious sunshine.  

We then put on our dancing shoes and danced, or attempted to dance in my case, 

salsa, cha-cha-cha and flamenco.  Flamenco dancing was near impossible, even 

the hand movement confused most of us, however the teacher complemented the 

students on their behaviour and the efforts that they made to join in, she failed to 

mention our ‘excellent’ dancing skills!  After the dancing it was time for tapas in a 

bar in Santander and then we explored Santander before returning to our hotel for 

dinner and some sleep.  

The Friday started in the same way with language lessons, in the afternoon we 

headed to the Carbarceno wildlife park which is the size of 1000 football pitches.  

We saw bears, giraffes, lions, a white tiger, and gorillas to name only a few.  We 

ended the day at the bird show, the birds were huge and flew very close to our 

heads.  The commentary was all in Spanish so it was again very good for the 

students’ listening skills as well as being a lovely spectacle.  After the language 

lessons on Saturday we visited the Altamira Caves where you can learn about the 

life of cave people and see cave paintings, we were all a bit disappointed that these 

were a replica and not the real caves but it was interesting nonetheless.  

On Saturday night we had a quiz night and after dinner a prize giving with prizes 

such as ‘Grumpiest in the morning’ and ‘stupidest question’.  We were all very 

grateful for the extra hours sleep on the Sunday morning due to the clocks going 

back.  We spent the morning in Santillana eating chocolate con churros in a café, 

doing last minute gift shopping and completing a treasure hunt in the village.  We 

then boarded the coach back to Bilbao stopping off at the Guggeheim Museum in 

Bilbao on the way for a cultural experience before popping to McDonalds for dinner 

and then heading to the airport.  As staff we were very proud of the students and 

the efforts that they made to speak Spanish and the way they behaved impeccably 

throughout.  We hope to run the trip again in 2017 so if you are in Year 8 or 9 

currently you could come with us in 2 years’ time.
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Year 6 Open Evenings

We held our Year 6 Open Evenings and a number of Open Morning Tours during the 

last week of term and I just wanted to let you know what fantastic ambassadors your 

children were for the school. Visiting parents could not wait to come and tell me how 

polite, knowledgeable and friendly the students were and how passionate they were about 

the school. I have to say it made me incredibly proud to be their Headteacher. If your son 

or daughter helped in any way please give them a pat on the back and tell them they are 

fabulous!

Forthcoming Events 

Children in Need – we will be holding a non-uniform day on Friday 13th November to raise money 

for Children in Need. The minimum donation is £1.

Christmas Jumper Day – we will be inviting students to take part in Christmas Jumper Day on 

Friday December 11th which raises money for a variety of Charities to help vulnerable families and 

children at Christmas. An explanatory letter will be coming out to you shortly by email.

6th Form Open Evening - Our annual 6th Form Open Evening is on Thursday 26th November. 

Parents and students are invited to come along to the Chatham Assembly Hall and find out what 

courses we offer in the 6th form and talk to staff about what the courses entail.

The running order of the evening is:

6.00pm new students and their parents

6.40pm current female students and their parents

7.15pm current male students and their parents.

Christmas Fair: to be held on Saturday 28th November 11am till 2pm Clarendon Site.

Parking
Could I politely ask you not to park two and three abreast outside the school at the end of the day 

as we have had a number of near misses with our children who cannot see around the cars as 

they cross the road.

Free School Meals

If you think you may be entitled to free school meals, I would urge you to claim for this as it means 

we can also offer financial assistance with things like paying for school trips or school uniform.

New Staff
We have some new staff who joined us in September, Mr Potter – English, Ms Lubi – Maths, Miss 

Barton  - Science and Mr Smith – Drama (maternity cover). I would like to extend a warm welcome 

to them all.

Invigilators Wanted

We are currently looking to recruit invigilators for the public 

exams in Summer (May and June). If you are interested in 

becoming an invigilator then all the details are on our website 

under the Vacancy section. We provide training but welcome 

applications from those who may have previous experience.


