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For all the very latest news log on to ccgrammarschool.co.uk

The end of a very busy two terms is almost upon us. 
Congratulations to Year 11 for the mature and sensible 
way they have conducted themselves during their 
mock exams. 

I hope you enjoy reading this Christmas edition:

Christmas Concerts

The Music Department and all our musicians are busily preparing for Christmas 

concerts which take place on Wednesday 16th and Thursday 17th December at 

7pm in the Chatham Assembly Hall. Tickets are available from reception at the 

Chatham site.

Congratulations

This week we have received a letter from KCC 
congratulating us on our GCSE outcomes this 
year!  We have also received congratulations from 
KCC on the high attendance rates of students in the 
school and I quote:

‘Based on the local B2B attendance data, your 
school’s overall attendance rate in 2014/15 was 
among the very best in the country. In other words, 
your school’s attendance rate was at the top quintile 
of Ofsted attendance performance measurement.

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate 
you and your staff for this excellent achievement. I 
am sure that behind such an outstanding attendance 
performance there is hard work carried out by all 
staff as well as strong support from parents and 
whole school community’. 
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I had the privilege and delight of judging, alongside Mr A. Gillin, the House Drama 
competition last term. Having previously judged it a couple of years ago, I glanced at the 
notes I made then when I had felt that various matters could be addressed by the students 
to ensure better overall productions. This year, despite the much shorter preparation time, 
I was delighted to see that the standard was much higher in all four Houses, resulting in 
a day of ingenious scripts, good direction and polished performances. Backstage was 
much slicker too, every House used students from right across the school years, and they 
each produced a superb programme. This did, of course, make for much harder decisions 
to be made over who won each category. 
RP’s “Fairytale High” had a large, well-managed cast, and an impressive programme. 
Christina Raye won best supporting senior actor with her chilling portrayal of an Ofsted 
inspector, with Bradley Bissett runaway winner for best junior actor. We should closely 
watch this young man’s progress!
TS’s “Don’t Judge a Book By Its Cover” was an ingenious idea although parts were a little 
confusing in performance. But it looked and sounded good with excellent use of music and 
background noises, and simple but effective props and costumes. This won them the new 
best backstage award. Their well-directed cast included several worthy performances, but 
we were particularly impressed by the dwarves who worked well together, but also each 
clearly showed their individual characteristics. For this they were collectively awarded 
best supporting junior actor(s).
KH’s “Greed” had bags of potential which perhaps needed a little more development. Their 
programme was beautifully produced and, with the use of boards, they sensibly created 
more of a stage with wings on our makeshift platform. Wednesday Barber deservedly won 
best senior actor, not only morphing from Grandma to Wolf, but taking on another part 
as well. There were some particularly fine tableaux sections, and choreographed dance 
sequences, and Lucy Taylor and Marcia Rumsey justifiably won best director(s).MS’s “Niall’s Fairytale Adventure” began the day and set a high benchmark. To make a 
barely awake audience (and judges) laugh that much at 9am takes some beating. Their 
whole production was a delightful mix of an original genuinely funny script, some excellent 
individual performances and a well-directed ensemble feel. Everyone appeared to enjoy it, yet it never slid into in-jokes. There were nicely nuanced nods to the panto tradition with lovely unexpected touches of other genres. It was the clear winner of both best script and best overall production.

Congratulations to all who took part, on and off stage… 

I look forward to next year.

Mrs L Myhill 

House Drama 2015
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Shakespeare For Schools

The drama department were delighted to take part in their very first Shakespeare for 
Schools festival this Autumn term and recruited Lydia Crosher, a Drama/Music school-
leaver from 2015 as the student director of our chosen play ‘Much Ado About Nothing’, 
alongside drama teacher Mrs Magill.
The process started in June with a teacher-director workshop with cast members from 
Shakespeare for Schools, which then led to auditions and casting before the Summer 
term and a robust rehearsal schedule from September to November.
The twenty seven cast plus backstage crew took part in a cast workshop at the Theatre 
Royal in Margate, where they received vocal and physical preparation work and expert 
training on performance skills and stage craft. 
The performance night, 12th November was a sell out, with three other schools taking 
part on the evening. The cast are still talking about it now, and can’t wait to sign up for 
next year’s festival! In fact they had so much enthusiasm for performing it again, the 
drama department hosted a final performance on the 10th December, to a second sell out 
audience.

Read the review by cast member and Year 12 Theatre Studies student Amber Yoofoo and 
watch this space for next year’s play and performance.
On Thursday 12th November a cast of 30 students, directed by Mrs Magill and Lydia Crosher 
performed at the Shakespeare for Schools festival, held at the Theatre Royal, Margate, 
alongside 3 other local schools. CCGS performed their modern day adaptation of ‘Much 
Ado about Nothing’ one of Shakespeare’s most well-known comedies, set at ‘Shakesfest’ 
a music festival. During the day the cast rehearsed alongside professional actors before 
performing to a full house. One co-ordinator called the performance ‘an exciting piece of 
theatre with great directorial decisions’, also commenting on the ‘excellent acting which 
vividly brought out the comedy’ with special mentions deserved by the comedic duo Niall 
McDaid and Lucy White who played Benedick and Beatrice respectively.  The company 
also performed quick scene changes which were aided by live performances by Simeon 
Crosher and Melodie and Lucy Karczewski. All who saw the performance were thoroughly 
entertained, and the production was all-around a great success for drama at our school. 
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Interschool Quiz

On Saturday 14th November a team of 4 students took part in the South-East Division 
Interschool’s general knowledge quiz. Eleanor Duffy, Jack Field, Joe Lord and Kalam 
Abdul all arrived at school at 8:30 on a cold Saturday morning, ready for the drive up to 
King’s School in Rochester. The journey flew by with a set of past questions being used 
to wake everyone up. We competed in three games against teams from St Edmunds, Kings A and Kings B. All the matches were very keenly contested and we were narrowly beaten in our first two games but managed to beat the team from Kings in our final match.

Unfortunately that did not give us enough points to move onto the next round of the competition but we look forward to the junior competition after Christmas.

Just for Graphs

On Friday 4th December the 

Maths Department organised 

a trip to the Theatre Royal to 

see Matt Parker, Steve Mould 

and Helen Arney in their “Just 

for Graphs” tour. The evening 

was full of maths and science 

comedy and everyone who went 

had a fantastic time. Some of 

the girls even managed to get 

signed memorabilia. We will 

definitely be looking out for their 

next tour.



Bowling Trip

In November the Maths Department took the whole of Year 7 to Bugsy’s in Cliftonville for 
an afternoon of bowling and data collection. The students were split into groups of 5/6 
and in their teams they recorded the number of pins that everyone knocked down in each 
frame. A fun afternoon was then followed up at school with a mini project analysing the 
results from their group. A different way to show statistics in real life.

Cryptology Club

The senior Cryptology club have been meeting regularly this term to battle against over 
1000 teams from around the country. They are taking part in the University of Southampton’s 
Cipher Challenge. The team, consisting of Year 12 and Year 13 students, are currently in 
joint first place for Challenge A. Every Thursday at precisely 3:15 a new clue is released 
and the teams battle to be the first to break the code.  
Next term a junior Cryptology club will start and they will try to crack the codes set by the University of Manchester. Starting in January the “Alan Turing Cryptography Competition” is open to students in Years 11

and below. This time clues will be released at 4pm on a Monday evening. There has already been a lot of interest in signing up for this competition.
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Tech For Girls

We have launched a Computer Club for Girls (CC4G)which has been specifically designed to enable girlsto engage in IT and Computer Science.  It is for Year 9 girls and runs on a Tuesday after school at 3.30pm in FF6.
The objective of CC4G is to help girls make informed choices about future careers in a rapidly developing technological world while developing their skills through a series of challenges, themed around their interests . 
We currently have 10 girls in Year 9 who attended our first session but should you be interested, there are some empty spaces, so please feel free to join us!
Mrs Wright

Greenfoot Computer Game Coding Club

Tuesday 8th December saw the launch of the Greenfoot Computer Game Coding Club. This is aimed primarily at Year 9 students interested in computer game coding but advanced programmers from Year 8 may also attend. Using object orientated coding based upon Java within the Greenfoot IDE this club provides students with a rewarding challenge in the creation of their own game.

Astronomy Evenings

In previous winters the Science Department has organised astronomy evenings.  The school possesses a Meade 14” reflecting telescope and on previous astronomy nights we have observed solar system phenomena such as the rings of Saturn, the planet Venus in various phases and used the astronomical camera to photograph the centuries old storm, the ‘great red spot’ on Jupiter.  The magnifying power of the instrument allows us to examine deep sky objects too and on different evenings students have observed the Andromeda Galaxy, the Crab Nebula, the Orion Nebula and various globular star clusters in orbit about our own galaxy.
 
The introductory letter to parents/carers and the permission slip form will be circulated by email and only those students who return a completed permission slip will be notified, again by school email, of the telescope meetings.  
We hope to make as much use of the telescope as possible over the next few months and, weather-permitting, we should have a fair number of good viewing evenings before daytime lengthens out again next spring.
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Georgia Silk

Georgia won the Young Sports 

Person of the Year at the 

Thanet Sport Awards held at 

the Margate Winter Gardens 

recently against some 

very strong nominations.  

Congratulations to Georgia 

who is extremely committed 

to her sport Fencing and 

trains 5 days a week, running, 

swimming and fencing all 

to achieve her goal of one 

day competing for team GB 

Fencing Team at the Olympics. 

CREATING the Future

The following is taken from the CREATE Education 

website an gives an insight into the work carried out by 

students within the Design Technology Department.

Wind turbine Project

The 3D HUB is working sixth formers on the wind 

turbine project, another basis to create a unique 

selling point for students going to university. Currently 

at the initial idea stage and looking to print interactive 

designs using the Ultimakers through the upcoming 

development stage.

Fairground Project

Currently working with our local theme park, 

Dreamland http://www.dreamland.co.uk/ to design 

and develop fairground ride based furniture and 

themed rides made from reclaimed wood from 

the Scenic Railway and includes using 3D printed 

woodfill parts as the joints and brackets. The 

work will be submitted into the nationwide MakeIT 

competition: http://www.proskills.co.uk/makeit-2014-

15-ambitions-report/

ROV Project

A collaborative project to manufacture parts for a 

remotely operated submersible. The project links the 

CREATE Education HUB with schools across Europe 

and is currently with the government at approval 

stage.

Last but not least the school have been co-authored 

on a scientific paper through 3D Printing:

http://www.esa.int/Our_Activities/Observing_the_

Earth/Surfing_for_science

Please also see the photo gallery showcasing some of 

our prints  https://www.flickr.com/photos/131626075@

N05/
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Christmas Jumper Day

It was fantastic to see so many staff and students participating in our 

Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 11th December.  

They all looked very festive

in their finest Christmas 

Jumpers; some with lights 

and music too!!

The money raised will go to 

Text Santa which this year 

is supporting Macmillan 

Cancer Support, 

Make-A-Wish UK and Save 

the Children.

From helping those affected by crises, to granting wishes to children fighting 

life-threatening conditions, to funding nurses so those with cancer get the 

care they need, Text Santa will give hope to families in the UK and overseas.

Christmas Dinner

The upper school Christmas dinner took place on Friday in Clarendon hall. The 

students were waited on by their Heads of House, Senior Tutor and 6th formers 

(who’d kindly given up their time). Father Christmas paid a visit and the pastoral 

team performed their own version of Beyonce’s Single Ladies!



9

Reward Trip

Forty four Year 10 students enjoyed the school’s annual reward visit to Bluewater’s Winter 

Wonderland on Wednesday.  The Charlie Brown and Snoopy themed Wonderland allowed 

the students to show off their ice skating skills before doing their Christmas shopping.

The Clothes Show Trip to NEC Birmingham
 
The day began with an early 7 o’clock start before proceeding on our journey to Birmingham. We were all very excited and anxious to get there.  Once at the NEC, we had a little shopping time before heading to the theatre for 11.15am to see the catwalk show. Alice Levine was hosting and Charli XCX performed a song. After lots of shopping and our own experience of taking to a small catwalk, we headed home. Just enough time to see the Disney styled Christmas tree at St Pancras before tired students and staff caught the train back to Ramsgate.



Old Girls

On Friday November 6th 2015, we were delighted to invite back seven ‘old’ girls who attended Clarendon House between 1963 and 1970.
The seven ladies came from all over the country and spent the afternoon meeting students and staff within the school. Mrs Liddicoat and Mrs Canham escorted the ladies around the school and during tea looked through old photo albums and other artefacts kept within the school. One of the ladies, Ms Ann-Marie Hulme, donated a number of items including a school hat to put on display, school magazines from the 1960s and books and photos from her time in school.

The seven ladies are:Marian Bond (Greaves)Ann-Marie Hulme
Jacey Jackson (McKenzie)Valerie Ridgman (Mellor)Louise Ross (Louisa Martin)Janet Squire (Wheeler)Susan Waller

The headmistress during their time at school was Miss Olive Blott (Headmistress between 1959 and 1978).
Marian’s mother Mrs Greaves and Janet’s mother Mrs Wheeler were on the staff of the school. 

The seven former students had the opportunity to meet our current students and talk about what school life was like in the 1960s. It was lovely to witness the event.If any other former students were at Clarendon House during the late 1960s and would like to get in touch please contact Ann-Marie:annmarie.hulme@icloud.com2 Affcot Mill
Affcot
Church Stretton
Shropshire  SY6 6RL

Calling all students: did your parents or grandparents attend Chatham House or Clarendon House? If they did and they have any stories, photos or memorabilia they wishto share please contact Mr Freeman at school: cfreeman@ccgrammarschool.co.uk
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PTFA

The PTFA are always happy to welcome new volunteers to help with school events like the 

Summer Fair or providing refreshments at the Christmas concerts. If you feel you could 

volunteer some of your time even if not on a regular basis it would be gratefully received. 

Please contact Mrs Sue Hurrell if you can offer some help shurrell@ccgrammarschool.co.uk

CCGS Friends

The Friends Christmas Fair took place on Saturday 28th November at the Clarendon Site. 
It was the best ever with a steady flow of shoppers throughout the day playing various 
games of chance and skill whilst buying handmade gifts for presents.  Bacon rolls and 
Hot Dogs were relished and the younger children enjoyed a visit to Father Christmas. We were all entertained by the skilled vocals of our students and the four Houses collected 
over £200 between them from their own stalls.  KH - books; MS - testing skill at bouncing 
a table tennis ball into cups of sweets or NOT! ; RP - cakes on a plate; TS - face painting 
and guess the name of the cuddly toys.  In total over £580 was raised which we know the 
school will put to good use. 
The Friends would like to thank KM Treasure Chest and P&O Ferries, Rooks of Ramsgate, The Cake Smith and all those parents/carers who so generously gave gifts for the raffle. 
The Friends will be holding another popular event – a Quiz Night in late January 2016 – 
lookout for the email with full details which will be sent out after the Christmas break.
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Christmas Card Competition
We ran a competition for our GCSE & A Level Art students to design our corporate Christmas card this year rather than buy one in from a company. The standard of entries was very high and Marianna Jerez in Year 10 had her design chosen. However we were so impressed with the entries that we chose two runners up, Madison Epps & Amaia Gonzales in Year 11. All three winning entries have been printed and are on sale at reception on each site and at the forthcoming Christmas Concerts.

As you can see from the photo one of our talented artists was camera shy!
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May I take this opportunity to wish you all 
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year from all the staff at CCGS. 

School recommences for all students on 
January 4th 2016 at 8.40am

Early Warning! Severe Weather Guidance

Although we have experienced a very mild winter so far, this may well change over the Christmas period and 
the following information may be useful in the event of inclement weather:

As an Urban Campus we are particularly susceptible to the effects of bad weather.  Our staff and our 6th form 
students (plus a small number of KS4 students) have to travel between sites, which may be treacherous.  
Also many of our staff (and students) travel in from a long distance.  We must always be sure that the school 
site is safe; the Chatham site especially is difficult to clear if it has been snowing.
 
It is our aim to keep the school open wherever possible to minimise the disruption to student learning and 
parent/carers’ own arrangements. Please assume that the school is open unless you hear otherwise. Our 
aim will be that students follow a normal school day, however it may be necessary that students will follow 
an alternative timetable (this will depend on the number of staff in the school).  This means that they will 
probably complete revision work or some other worthwhile activity. 
 
We will try to keep the school open for the whole day, but if the bus and train companies inform us that they 
are likely to stop running, then it is likely we will need to close early OR if conditions deteriorate during the 
day we may take the decision to close early, to ensure all students can get home safely. We will send a text 
to parents in this case.
 
We suggest on these days that if there are issues with getting to and from school safely that the decision 
as to whether your child attends school is entirely up to you, however please inform the school if you are 
keeping your child at home.
 
On occasions where the school is forced to close completely, information about the closure will be on our 
school website and the following websites:

 • http://bbc.co.uk/kent
 • http://www.kentschoolclosures.co.uk/

A polite reminder:

Could I remind you once again about not parking outside both the Chatham and Clarendon sites, as this 
poses a risk of accidents to our students. There are car parks very near both sites at Meeting Street and 
Cannon Road.

© 2015 Chatham & Clarendon Grammar School

Date for your Diary

The Grand Auction will take place on 29th April 2016. 

Staff Leaving

Mrs Dyson (Science) will be leaving us at the end of term and we wish her every success for the 

future. 


