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• Showstoppers! - Annual School 
Production wows crowds

• Music News - All the very latest 
from our talented musicians

• Thanet Music & Drama Festival 
- Full report inside

• Young Consumer of the Year 
- Year 12 students through to 
National Finals

• Friends of Chatham & Clarendon 
- Upcoming event and notice

• Trips away from school - Year 9 
visit Ypres, Year 10 & 11 Disneyland 
& Year 12 Natural History Museum

• UKMT - Success for teams in 
Maths Challenge

Showstoppers!
Never before have so many students been involved with the 
school production, which this year was a variety-esque collection 
of different songs from many different musicals.

We had some real talent, spread across Years 7 to 13 so well 
done to everyone involved – you put the X Factor to shame!

More pictures can be found on the school website.
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Percussion School Advanced Class 

perform in the regional finals of the 

National Festival of Music for Youth 

in Ashford

With an early start, Percussion School 

made their way to Norton Knatchbull 

School for their regional competition 

entry – they were playing a mixture of 

tuned percussion for two medleys – 

Pirates of the Caribbean and Viva la 

Vida by Coldplay. They played really 

well so fingers crossed they will get 

through to the Nationals in July!

Senior Wind Band perform at the Thanet Schools’ Prom, The Winter Gardens, MargateThis year our Senior Wind Band were invited to be the house band and played for twenty minutes 

to a packed house of a thousand school children and local dignitaries and MPs. The evening is a 

celebration of music from all the schools in Thanet and it was really fantastic to be involved with such 

music making.
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Thanet Music and Drama Festival (TMDF) Piano, and Vocal SectionsFollowing their great start in the TMDF drama section, our students continued to do well over the last two 
weekends. A number took part in the piano section including Louise Rodgers, Elena Gullick, Georgiana 
Raye, Megan Bithel-Vaughan and Lydia Crosher. The only Year 7 to participate, Laura Scott, not only won 
the Under 13 duet cup, but also the Mabel Adelaide Gull Under 12 solo cup. Bethia Carter did particularly 
well, again winning a duet cup, with twin Martha, this time that for 16 and under, and also won the Blackburn 
Cup for Under 14 solo, and the prestigious Millennium Cup.
However it was in the vocal section where they ruled supreme! Many classes were comprised almost 
exclusively of Chatham & Clarendon girls; Charlotte Williams, Evan Pepper, Bethan Fahy and Lizzie Friend 
all did well and were often placed. Some, notably Johanna Pearson-Farr, won classes, but not cups, 
whereas others did win trophies. Megan Bithel-Vaughan won the Eileen Vesey Cup for 13 and under, and 
Rosie Evans the Metronome for Senior Art Song, plus, with Lydia Crosher, the Cup for Senior Song and 
Accompaniment. Kayleigh Stevens-Keatley won the Regan Trophy for a musical, 16 and under, and the 
cup for solo, 16 and under. Molly Mallon won the same three cups as last year! They were the Yvonne Ives 
Cup for song in Modern Style, the Eileen Vesy Memorial Cup for Folk, and the Cup for Senior Light Opera/
Musical for which she gave a wonderful performance as Adelaide in Guys and Dolls. Lydia did well in every 
class she entered (8) and won five of them. These included two adult classes in which she beat four others 
in the opera class (singing Mozart) before which she “blew us away” as the adjudicator put it, with “Worst 
Pies” gaining her the highest mark anyone achieved in any adult class and thus winning her the Edith 
Pritchard Memorial Cup. Some will be performing at the Gala Concert on April 4th as will some dancers.The standard in the Vocal section was so high, our girls did amazingly well. I only have two worries… where 
were the boys? And the Year 7s and 8s? If you’re interested in entering next year, check out the website 
www.thanetfestival.org.uk or talk to your librarian!

Thanet Music and Drama Festival (TMDF) Drama Section

Once again the schools’ students have got off to a great start at the opening section of the Thanet 
Music and Drama Festival; the Drama Section.

Harvey Cawdron won the ‘Original Poem’ category for his age-group and then competed in the public 
speaking class on the topic “Are Grammar Schools a Good Thing” won by Nicola Keefe. She went 
on to get high marks in several other classes and her duet mime with Phoebe Sola narrowly beat 
Harmony Willsher & Kristyana Papa-Adams into 2nd place, and Lydia Crosher & Eva Wallis into 3rd. 
But I don’t remember ever seeing three such well-defined, beautifully timed and executed mimes. 
Phoebe’s solo mime was also of such a high standard that she has again won the Thanet Stage 
School Mime Shield, and has been asked to perform at the Gala Concert on April 4th at the Sarah 
Thorne Theatre at Hilderstone. Lydia and Harmony performed in other classes as well, and Lydia 
faced particularly tough opposition from Kent College in the Monologue class, managing, of course, 
to hold her own. Other students taking part included Adele Carr and Amelia Rixon in a spirited scene 
from “Daisy Pulls it Off” with Thanet Stage School, and Benedict Robson-Le Vasseur in an award-
winning version of “A Christmas Carol” with St Peter’s Performers.

Thomas Oliver, who has been entering the festival for years, again gave his all, and jointly won the 
Vinson Cup for Speech Years 7-10.

And in the final, large class, Monologues for Year 7-10, Niamh Edgington not only beat all those older 
than her and won the class and a joint share in the Gold Cup for Dramatic Achievement, but also 
garnered praise from the professional adjudicator, Michael Stone, who said he had never seen that 
particular scene better done, and that, had she been auditioning for a West End part, it would be hers.

I try to stay objective throughout (although I am only convening, not judging), but I feel great pride and 
delight when I see our students taking part, conducting themselves with discipline and maturity, and, 
obviously when they win!

Lynn Myhill (TMDF Drama Convenor and Secretary)



News in Brief

Kyriacos Papa-Adams

Year 12 student Kyriacos Papa-
Adams is now Cypriot Champion at 
400 metres Individual Medley and 
picked up two silvers and a bronze 
in other events at the recent Cypriot 
Swimming Championships.  He is 
unique in also having become England 
Schools’ Champion at 400 metres 
Individual Medley, holding both titles 
simultaneously.
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Young Consumer of the Year

Joe Baker, Ellie Dening, Nikos Mylonakis & Theo Cox from Chatham & Clarendon 
Grammar School have been crowned County Champions as Young Consumers 
of the Year.

The team of four beat five other schools in the final of a competition, organised by 
KCC Trading Standards, which aims to raise awareness of consumer rights and 
responsibilities among young people. It is open to students between the ages of 
14 and 17 and 80 teams from across Kent took part in elimination rounds during 
November and December.

Leon Livermore, Chief Executive of the Trading Standards Institute, told the 
audience of students, parents and teachers: “Young people are often painted with 
a negative stereotype. When I hear that, I wonder what young people they are 
talking about, as I look round this room I am filled with a sense of admiration and 
hope. Admiration, not just because of the knowledge that the contestants showed, 
but the spirit they competed with.”

The winners now go through to the South East regional final, which will be held at 
County Hall, Maidstone, Friday, 28 March.

STOP PRESS! The Young Consumer Team are now 
through to the National Finals, held in Harrogate in 
July as part of the Trading Standards Conference, 
after a successful outing in the Regional Finals. 

Chatham & Clarendon Grammar School Friends

Unwanted mobile phones & books:

The Friends are trying to raise money by collecting any unwanted mobile phones which will then be 
recycled through a most rewarding online deal. The more we send the more we gain! Please send 
any unwanted phones into any of the School Receptions and we will do the rest.

Future Event - School Summer Fair on Saturday 12th July at the Chatham Site

There will be a Craft Fair and also a Table Top Sale – similar to a boot fair but inside and no cars!! 
Refreshments and entertainment as well. Full details will be sent out next term but please put the 
date in your diary and if anyone has any ideas for fundraising stalls or would like to be involved 
please contact Mrs Hurrell at the Chatham Site.

In the meantime the Friends will be running a book stall at the Fair selling donated books. If you 
have any unwanted books please send them into any of the School Receptions. 

Nearly new CLEAN uniform 
donations urgently required ASAP.



5

Ypres

On the 7th of March, Year 9 historians had a particularly early start to their day when they embarked upon their 

journey to Ypres at 5am. Led by Anglia Tours, the itinerary saw the eighty plus students visiting battlefield 

sites around Ypres and Passchendaele, experiencing first-hand the trench networks and the cemeteries.

A good many students were able to find relatives commemorated at Tyne Cot Cemetery in particular – which 

has the sombre accolade of being the largest Commonwealth War Grave site in the world, with 11,954 laid 

to rest – most of whom are tragically unidentified. There was also an opportunity to visit the Langemark 

Imperial German Cemetery where a mass grave can be seen.  This contains 24,917 servicemen, including 

the Fighter Ace Cerner Voss. Between the oak trees, next to this mass grave, are another 10,143 soldiers 

(including 2 British soldiers killed in 1918). Perhaps most poignant, the 3,000 school students who were 

killed during the First Battle of Ypres are buried in a third part of the cemetery.

Everyone was also able to spend a good deal of time in the 1st World War Museum in Passchendaele  – 

where realistic dugouts were reconstructed next to authentic trenches and a shocking amount of ordinance 

and uniforms.

“I had no idea of how many different shells were used by both sides. It’s depressing to think that so many 

resources were used to kill people.” said Toby Worley.

Following dinner in a café in Ypres, the students showed a great deal of respect and maturity when standing 

within the vast structure of the Menin Gate, silent, as the Last Post sounded. Afterwards some of the students 

said that they had seen names of family amon the 53,000 fallen with no identified graves memorialised at 

this place.

After a long, full and thought-provoking day, it might be thought that students would be exhausted, but the 

drive home in the two coaches was testament to their resilience. Arrival home was earlier than expected – 

11pm, and staff were happy to release their charges into the arms of parents whom, it was assumed, were 

grateful for the day going well and the return of their sons and daughters.

Many of the students did take the trouble to thank their guides: Ashley – a former senior police officer in 

Kent, and Jim – recently retired as the Chief Constable of Essex and an Old Ruymian (old boy of Chatham 

House). Miss Grieg also deserves a special mention in this report for ensuring that all aspects of the trip 

were very well organised and executed.



UKMT (United Kingdom Maths Trust)

Our team of four fantastic mathematicians from 
Year 8 and 9 won second place in the UKMT team 
challenge held at Hartsdown Technology College. 
The final comprised four rounds including a Maths 
shuttle, cross-number and a Maths relay which 
required fast running as well as fast Maths work. 
The team enjoyed competing against 19 other 
teams from Kent schools and are hoping to be one 
of the few runner-up teams to be selected for the 
National Final in London in June.  Congratulations 
to Nicole Lay, Alex Wells, Jathusa Peethamparam 
and Joshua Attwell on such an outstanding result!

STOP PRESS! The team have just won the South-
East Region Heat, and are now through to the National 
Semi-Final in May.

Year 10 and 11 students at Chatham & Clarendon 
Grammar School achieved 4 gold, 19 silver 
and 24 bronze certificates in this year’s UKMT 
Intermediate Maths Challenge. Over 200000 
students from across the UK sat the Intermediate 
Challenge with roughly the top 6% receiving a 
gold certificate, the next 13% silver and the next 
21% bronze. Chris Norwood was the best in Year 
10 and Raymond Greensmith in Year 11. They 
have been invited to sit a follow-on Olympiad and 
a Europe-wide Kangaroo round respectively. The 
Intermediate Maths Challenge is run by the UK 
Mathematics Trust and is aimed at those in Years 
9 to 11. Well done to all those taking part.

Disneyland Paris

This year we took two groups of students to Disneyland Paris. Ninety one Year 

11 students had an enjoyable but cold and wet three day trip to the resort. A few 

weeks later a group of seventy six Year 10 students enjoyed a much warmer four 

day trip which included a day sight-seeing in Paris. Everyone took part in Maths 

lectures and an interactive workshop, designing a new ride for the park. They 

also saw the Buffalo Bill Show and in some cases were persuaded to join the 

Disney characters in the main arena. Oh and in case anyone forgot, there was 

also the chance to visit the two Disney parks and go on a few rides. A fantastic 

trip enjoyed by both staff and students from the Maths and MFL departments.
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Human Biology Trip

On Tuesday 25th March, the AS Human Biology class went on a school trip to the Natural History Museum in London. 

Upon arrival we watched an interactive programme on Evolution hosted by David Attenborough, which, through the 

use of small computers, we were able to take part in activities and quizzes. As well as holding the computer up and 

seeing the specimens we were learning about walk around the room including Lucy the Australopithecus; an early 

human ancestor who lived around 3.2 million years ago. 

We also looked around the museums new exhibition called “Britain  - One Million Years of the Human Story.” Here 

we learnt about Britain some hundreds of thousand years ago and got to see lifelike models of the early Homo-

Sapien and Neanderthal. There were over 200 specimens and objects to discover, including lifelike models and 

skeletons of the Lions and Hippos that lived in London 125,000 years ago. Furthermore we got to see the oldest 

wooden spear in the World, the largest hand axe in Europe, as well as many other interesting artefacts from our 

history. As well as this exhibition we got a chance to look around the Human Biology section of the museum, which 

had many interesting and educational things inside, all relevant to our course. 

Charity cycle ride for Great Ormond 
Street Hospital

On Friday 2nd May three members of staff 
from Chatham & Clarendon Grammar 
School will take part in a charity cycle ride 
to raise money for Great Ormond Street 
Hospital. Mr Goodwin, Mr Richford and 
Mr Wakefield will cycle from the London 
hospital to school covering a distance of 
approximately 83 miles in an estimated 
7-9 hours. 

Other activities will also take place at 
school during the day to raise money 
including a non-uniform day. 

There has already been lots of student 
and parental support for the cause with 
events already taking place.
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Electronic Communication

As much as possible we try to communicate with parents via text and email.  It has come to our attention that, for 
some parents, our emails are being diverted into spam folders.  If you are not receiving emails from us, please 
could you check your spam folder and add us to your ‘approved sender’ list.
 
If your son or daughter is in Year 7 – 10 you should have received an email regarding ‘My Child At School’ 
(MCAS).  MCAS is a secure website that you can access to view information about your son or daughter.  It will 
show information such as their attendance, achievement points and any behaviour points.  You can also use this 
website to notify us of any changes to your contact information.  If you have not received an email with your login 
details then please contact the school.
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Maths Booster Classes

The School is currently running Maths Booster Classes for a select group of Year 5s from local primary 
schools were given the opportunity to develop their Maths skills, which they have shown a unique talent 
for while at Primary School. These sessions started at 4:15 and ended at 5:15, giving the children a 
valuable insight into what they will be learning when they reach the end of Year 6.

The session I observed was entitled ‘The Smarties Project.’ The children were each given a box of Smarties 
and were asked to estimate the probability that they would get a certain amount, and how many colours 
there would be. Mrs Newton went on to explain how this would help them to improve their statistical 
skills as they were then asked to categorise these into tables, moving on to making their own bar graphs.

These sessions were interactive - the children were asked about diagrams and graphs, what they are 
used for, and helped Mrs Newton weigh up the pros and cons of using each graph. When they had 
decided on the type of graph they thought would be best, they were then shown an incorrect one and 
given the chance to correct it themselves. The students were taught in a class format, much like the 
children’s classes would be at their own school.

Children’s Opinions;

Tyler & Rebecca, St Laurence - “Fab.” Both are thinking about attending CCGS.

Louis & Jack, Holy Trinity - “It helps us to go a higher level in our Maths.” Both are thinking of attending 
CCGS.

Louise & Matilda, St Peter’s - “I enjoy coming because you learn something new every time you come.” 
Both are on the fence between Dane Court and CCGS.

By Tabitha Beerling Year 12
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World Book Day

In celebration of World Book Day 2014, students were encouraged to submit entries for the Chatham & Clarendon 
Grammar School Creative Writing Competition. Literacy awareness was raised as students’ entries had to be 
inspired by one of the previous Word of the Week examples.
 
There were a plethora of entries, ranging in genres, from Year 7 to sixth form demonstrating a truly impressive 
literary flair!
 
Winner of the Upper School prize: Callum Duff (12KH1) for a captivating, sensory exploration of the word “Insidious” 
within the animal kingdom.
 
Winner of Lower School prize: Rosie Axon (7TSG) for a sophisticated insight into terminal illness relating to the 
word “Epiphany”.
 
With notable entries rewarded to the following students: Eleanor Cooke (7RPG), Sofia Murray (7TSG), Louise 
Adams (7TSG), Molly-Rose Medhurst (8TSG), Georgiana Raye (9RPG), Bethia Carter (9KHG), Kyle Mather 
(9MSB), Conor Gray (9MSB), Theo Taylor (9KHB), Thomas Wilkening (11RPB) and Emily Bundock (11RPG).
 
Many congratulations to all who participated and we look forward to publishing an anthology of the work in each 
of the school libraries.

Business of Enterprise

 
All the Year 9s took part in the Project Day, working in teams of 6 they came up with an idea for a product or a 

service.  The students spent the day working on a business plan, marketing and advertising, finance and making 

a prototype.  They finished the day by giving a 5 minute presentation.   Across the Year Group, 9 teams have 

been chosen to continue working on their project and go forward to the School Final in May.   It was a fantastic 

day with some amazing work produced.  Comments from students include “I improved my employability skills by 

working well in a team and by giving a confident presentation”,  “Gave me more confidence and new skills”, “It’s a 

great experience preparing you for the future”,  “I am more confident and more organised” and “It’s a fun, exciting 

project”   

The Staff of CCGS wish you a Happy 
Easter. A reminder that Tuesday 22nd 
April is a Staff Training Day, Term 5 begins 
on Wednesday 23rd April for all students. 


