Criminology WIJEC Level 3 Diploma

What will | study in Criminology Level 3 Diploma?

Unit 1 - Changing Awareness of Crime

You will learn about a variety of crimes that are under-reported and have a low
level of public awareness. You will consider the reasons for this and the impact on
society. You will consider how campaigns for change are successful, and at the
conclusion of the unit you will plan your own campaign for change relating to an
under-reported crime. You will design materials linked to the campaign and justify
your decisions.

Unit 2 - Criminological Theories

You will consider why people commit crimes and whether theories of criminality are
credible. You will apply these theories to real life case studies. You will also assess
the usefulness of policies, that have arisen from theories, to help reduce crime.

Unit 3 - Crime Scene to Courtroom

You will follow a crime from the initial crime scene to the investigation by the police
and other personnel involved in criminal investigations. You will learn about the
structure of the legal system in England and Wales, about rules of evidence and the
role of juries and magistrates. You will assess the validity of information available
in a range of case studies, and draw conclusions about potential miscarriages of
justice and sentencing decisions.

Unit 4 - Crime and Punishment

You will study in depth the role and effectiveness of a range of agencies in the
criminal justice system, such as police, Crown Prosecution Service, probation and
prisons. You will study the way laws are made and the wide range of methods
used by society to bring about social control, including a detailed look at different
forms of punishment.



How will | learn?

You will engage in a variety of teaching and learning activities

including discussions and presentations led by teachers and students. A
major skill required for success in this course is independent research and
note taking, and you will be supported to improve your skills in this

area. The controlled assessments require extended, formal writing, typed
as reports under time pressure, which is a useful transferable skill to
university or the workplace. We like lessons to be as interactive as
possible and encourage students to express their thoughts and opinions
in small groups and to the whole class. We offer opportunities for
collaborative research, as well as independent working. We test
understanding of topics through essays, exam questions and quizzes.
Another key element of this course is the application of knowledge to real
case studies which you will research in both year one and year two.

How it will be assessed

Each of the 4 units are worth 25% of the Diploma. 50% of the assessment
is through externally marked examinations and 50% is through internally
marked controlled assessment.

What other subjects will Criminology go well with?

Criminology is a social science and will enhance understanding of how
society works. For this reason, it will support learning in subjects such as
Sociology, Politics, Law, Psychology and Health & Social Care. For those
interested in a career in criminal justice, it is an excellent companion to
subjects such as Law and Uniformed Services.




FAQ
Do | need any knowledge or experience?

No previous experience is required, just a keen interest in the study of
everything to do with crime, and a commitment to complete at least 4.5
hours per week of independent study outside of lessons.

Is Criminology similar to any other subjects?

There are some areas of overlap between Criminology and other subjects,
particularly Law, Sociology and Psychology. However, the subject takes a
much broader view of crime than any other, and students should not be
concerned about having too much overlap between subjects.

| am very keen. What extra work can | do?

Itis a great benefit to read newspapers and watch current affairs
programmes on television. We will often discuss high profile cases that
appear in the media in class and relate our theoretical knowledge to these
cases as they happen.

We have a recommended reading list to offer you, and teachers will often
make recommendations to watch factual programmes or documentaries
about crime and the justice system.

There are a wide variety of podcasts relating to crime.

We also encourage students to observe a court case, or part of one, at
least once during the course.

What sort of careers do students go into with Criminology?

Whilst many students choose Criminology purely for interest, others have
a particular interest in joining the police as a uniformed officer or a

detective. Many students are interested in careers in law, and others are
considering roles in the civil service or local government. Some students
consider areas such as social work or probation. We also find that some
students are interested in pursuing a career in journalism or in education.



