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House Drama 2017

This year I was joined in the judging of the annual House Drama 
competition by Miss Sheila Burke who has years of theatrical 
experience and is presently working at the Sarah Thorne Theatre 
in Broadstairs. She was extremely impressed, not only by the 
standard within the competition, but also by the conduct of most 
of the students…

This year’s theme was “No Man is an Island” which gave rise to 
four very different interpretations.

We began the day with TS’s “Paradise Resort” which set a high 
bar. As with TS’s production last year, this was a well-paced, 
slick production with swift scene-changes. There were some 
particularly well-timed comic moments (we loved Carys Weedon’s 
ukulele cameo) and the direction throughout was excellent (Mel 
Karczewski). There were some great performances from many 
including Fran Sykes, and junior actors Rowan Tyler and Bobby 
Pearse. The only downside was an overcomplicated plot with a 
let-down ending, and a few swallowed lines… But overall, a great 
production; well done TS.

MS’s “No Man Is an Island” had some really ingenious ideas, using 
umpteen twists on the main title in a series of mostly unconnected 
scenes. Unfortunately, these scene titles were sometimes lost “in 
translation” as it were, which made the subsequent action harder to 
follow. There were some nice links between the seemingly separate 
scenes, as when the crabs (yes, crabs), including Edmond Rudland 
as a particularly convincing crustacean, reappeared in an “advert 
break”. Some of the performers need to work a little on their diction 
& projection, particularly in comic scenes! 

The opening tableau of RP’s “God Bless America” was an 
arresting start, and the ensuing production lived up to those 
early expectations. The script was very cleverly constructed and 
completely up-to-date in its witty play on the Trump regime and 
his relationship with North Korea/the media/Twitter etc. etc. Names 
were ingeniously altered to protect the, er, innocent. Jake Stevens 
gave a towering performance as the president, ably supported by 
Robert Zaharovs in a moving, un-showy performance, with Bradley 
Bissett as his sarcastic son. I was particularly impressed by the 
fact that Megan Campbell (who wrote the script) did not opt for a 
soft happy ending… RP won the overall prize, and, on re-staging 
the play at the end of the day, performed it even better. Well done 
RP.
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House Drama continued.

KH’s “No Play is an Island” ended our 
morning. The plot involved a team 
presenting the life story of Laura Knight 
after whom “half” the house is named, 
contrasted with a sole soul telling that 
of the other half, Edward Heath. The 
audience then had to vote on which 
method worked better, presumably in 
the hope that it would prove that no man 

is an island, i.e. teamwork is preferable. 
But the idea backfired with an enthusiastic 
vote for the Heath re-telling… There was, 
in fact, some particularly good teamwork 
in the production, plus some good cameo 
performances by Maisie Chambers and 
Jack Michaelides (as a conductor, as well 
as perfecting the art of the pratfall). 

After much deliberation, the awards went to…

Best Programme   KH
Best Backstage    TS
Best Supporting Junior Actor Edmond Rudland MS
Best Supporting Senior Actor Robert Zaharovs RP
Best Junior Actor   Bobby Pearse/Rowan Tyler TS
Best Senior Actor   Jake Stevens RP
Best Script    “God Bless America” by Megan Campbell RP
Best Director    Mel Karczewski TS
Overall     1. RP 2. TS 3. MS 4. KH
 
Congratulations to all who took part, on and off stage… I look forward to next year,

Mrs L Myhill 
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Once again, CCGS took part in the Shakespeare School Foundation’s “Shakespeare 
Festival”, which saw over 30,000 school students participating in Shakespearean plays, 
all over the country.

Our students were directed, in Romeo and Juliet, by Year 13’s Lucy and Mel Karczewski. 
Each school is given a script of the entire play, abridged to (theoretically) half-an-hour. 
They rehearse at school, but, during the term, had a workshop at the theatre (Margate’s 
Theatre Royal), working with the foundation’s staff.
On “the day” (16th November for us), a tech and dress rehearsal are run for each of that 
day’s performances, helped by the same staff we saw at the workshop.Four productions were performed that evening to a full house. The order was only announced 
shortly before the evening began, and we like to think it was in order of excellence, as ours 
was last… St. Anthony’s Foundation Special School began with a beautifully-costumed 
but rather slow-moving “Midsummer Night’s Dream” and were followed by Dame Janet’s 
stylish and dark “Macbeth”.
After the interval Dane Court gave us “Measure for Measure”; stylised and proficient, 
though maybe somewhat lacking in emotion. Their group was exclusively GCSE and 
above, whereas ours encompassed all years from 8-13.
And what a relief our production was after the rather grim offerings that came before it! 
Yes, R&J is a tragedy, but Mel and Lucy were particularly commended on bringing out 
the humour in the play. And this approach made the ending more of a tragic shock than 
usual, with a stunning candlelit tableau underscored by the lovers’ musical motif; the cast 
humming along with Aicha Eastment gently singing La Vie en Rose to Joseph Wyatt’s 
ukulele, as they surrounded the lifeless lovers.
Ellie Madeira and Amani Horton played the star-crossed lovers, with warmth and sensitivity. 
Luke Payne (as the nurse) and Grace Flynn (as Romeo’s former ‘love’, Rosalind), were 
particularly noticeable in bringing out the comedy. But I was so impressed by everyone’s 
performance… there were delightful cameos within the ensemble (Lea Smith’s ill guest 
and shifty drug-seller spring to mind) and the sense of team-work was overwhelming. The direction was superior to much I’ve seen by adults. The clever concept of setting it 
within opposing school hockey teams, with Jemma Hart’s terrifying Ofsted inspector as 
the Prince, was a clever move in this context. The fight scenes were well handled, with 
good use of the hockey sticks! And everyone clearly understood the language they were 
using.

Once again, I was proud to be part of this school, and felt privileged to be involved… and 
also delighted that I wasn’t actually needed during the performance because… I was the 
prompt.

Mrs Myhill

Shakespeare for Schools - Romeo and Juliet
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The following students were involved:

1. Jemma Hart
2. Daisy Naisbitt
3. Tia Duff   
4. Nadia Roberts
5. Ellie Madeira
6. Joanna Attwell
7. Fran Sykes
8. Charlotte Mayes
9. Amani Horton
10. Luke Payne
11. Alice Whelan 
12.	 Alfie	Lawrence	
13. Annika Swanbury
14. James Mullin

15. Joseph Eldred
16. Edith Dodson
17. Lea Smith
18. Alissia Peachy
19. Iris Chapman
20. Aicha Eastment
21. Lauren Kirby
22. Lauren Montgomery
23. Evie Haycock
24. Grace Flynn
25. Chyna Smith
26. Joseph Wyatt
27. Lewis Yates
28. Melodie Karczewski
29. Lucy Karczewski
30. Sarah Villasenor

Paddington

With my marmalade sandwiches safely stashed under my hat (sadly just a beret; closest 

I could get...), snuggled up in my duffel coat, label round my neck (“Please look after this 

librarian”), I set off by train from Darkest Broadstairs early one morning in mid-November 

to the City of London. I was fortunate not to encounter too many adventures en route; 

the perfecting of the “hard stare” certainly seemed to scare people off. Consequently I 

reached St. Paul’s Cathedral in time to be very near the front of the “tickets only” queue 

which had just begun to form. 

I was there for the memorial service of Michael Bond, the well-loved children’s author 

whose best known creation is that lovable refugee, Paddington Bear. His (Michael’s 

rather than Paddington’s, although one still feels they are really one and the same), 

family had been keen to invite children’s Chartered librarians, and I felt honoured to be 

able to attend. I was able to sit in the front row of the “blue” ticketed area - under the 

dome - with his family friends either side of me. 

The service was a delightful blend of the sacred - hymns, scripture readings, prayers, 

and anthems sung by the full cathedral choir, and the personal; his three grandchildren 

read extracts from his books, their mother, Michael’s only daughter, gave a lovely 

tribute, as did his publisher, and the Reverend Canon Mark Oakley, who led the service, 

suggested that “Paddington’s wisdom could almost be seen as much closer to God’s 

than some of our great leaders’ wisdom was”... then he recollected who our leaders 

are today and affirmed that Paddington’s wisdom IS closer to God than theirs is... The 

service ended with Hugh Bonnevile, Samuel Joslin and Madeleine Harris, who play the 

Brown family in the recent Paddington films, reading tributes from fans. 

I spotted Stephen Fry in the congregation, and fellow authors, Michael Morpurgo, 

Lauren Child and Katherine Rundell were all there too. 

I lingered afterwards (its years since I’ve been in St. Paul’s), and then visited the crypt 

where I bought my own Paddington (key-ring). He sat with me on the embankment 

and, naturally, shared my sandwiches before we set off home. 

The back of the service sheet featured a cartoon from Private Eye; a picture of 

Paddington leading Michael Bond to St Peter and the Pearly Gates, with the inevitable cap on “Please look after this author”.

Mrs Myhill 4
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Romeo and Juliet 
by Chatham and Clarendon School 
at The Theatre Royal Margate, 16/11/2017 
appraised by Melanie Grossenbacher 
 
I would like to offer sincere thanks and congratulations to Chatham and Clarendon School for your 
wonderful production of Romeo and Juliet as part of the 2017 Shakespeare Schools Festival. 
Students and teachers alike have put hard work, imagination, determination and passion into this 
production, and were a credit to the school. I'd like to take this opportunity to highlight just a few 
fantastic moments that you should be especially proud of. 
 
 This was a strikingly fun show with exceptional storytelling. The whole cast demonstrated 

great vocal clarity and meaning, making the dramatic twists and turns crystal clear and 
engaging for your audience. 

 You managed to find the comedy in this famously tragic play, providing great moments of light 
relief. You captured the youthful, fun, naivety of the story and thus made the descent into 
darkness extremely powerful and hard-hitting. 

 We saw such fun on stage and that joy was infectious! You captivated us with your craft, 
showing us feuding hockey teams, an all-powerful OSTED Inspector, hilarious mask disguises 
and great details, such as the “grown-ups” of the story wearing lanyards, a party-goer rocking 
out on a ukelele, an epic dance-off at the Capulet party and outstanding live music and vocals. 
This was a piece packed full of thoughtful choices and detailed performances. 

 Massive well done to the actors for their outstanding work, to Lewis for operating the sound so 
brilliantly, to Ellie for the stunning props and design and to Mel and Lucy for directing the 
masterful piece. An incredible team effort - you should be so proud of everything you have 
achieved. 

 
Well done to you all for this heart-warming and heart-breaking Romeo and Juliet. 
 
Congratulations to everyone involved in this superb production. I hope to see Chatham and 
Clarendon School in the Festival again next year. 
 
Melanie Grossenbacher 
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War Horse

On Monday the 25th September eighty Drama and 
Theatre Studies students and staff went to see the 
touring production of the National Theatre’s War Horse 
at the Marlowe Theatre Canterbury. 

Tickets had been secured eighteen months in advance 
of the evening to ensure seats were available for this 
riveting show. The performance was exhilarating; ‘part 
play, part spectacle, War Horse is a piece of total theatre 
that has rightly become legendary’.

CCGS students were mesmerised by the horse puppets 
of Joey and Topthorn, rooting for them throughout, 
especially in war torn France when they faced terrible 
danger alongside the soldiers from Devon. The 
overriding emotional connection between Albert and 
Joey, who were sadly separated by WW1, tore at the 
heartstrings,	however	when	the	two	are	finally	reunited,	
there wasn’t a dry eye in sight. The performance created 
lasting memories.

After the performance A Level Theatre Studies students 
workshopped memorable moments from the show with 
their own Joey puppets, made from a simple bamboo 
stick and other accessories which helped to highlight 
the intense emotional connection felt by the audience 

towards Joey, Topthorn and the other war horses.

Report on the Bronze Arts Award

For the past 10 weeks, 12 students from Year 8 and 9 have been taking part in the Bronze Arts Award. The 

Arts Award programme was launched in 2005 and is managed by Trinity College London in association with 

Arts Council England. There are four nationally recognised qualifications: Explore, Bronze, Silver and Gold. 

The aim is for young people to enjoy working together to explore a variety of art forms while developing 

their creativity, leadership and communication skills. 

Students have been taking part in a variety of activities to complete each of the four parts of the award. 

We have had the pleasure of taking part in a Drama workshop, run by Year 13 A Level students, which 

introduced the group to Physical Theatre Skills. Together we watched the live recording of the National 

Theatre production of ‘Treasure Island’ and then took part in a post play discussion. Each member of the 

group has given a presentation about someone in the arts who inspires them. There was a fantastic range 

of artists including Ed Sheeran, Mischa Maisky, David Tennent and David Hockney. A particular highlight 

for the group has been the recent Skills Share section of the award where students have had to share their 

own arts skill. We have been treated to singing lessons, piano lessons, photography skills and Tim Burton 

inspired drawing sessions and it was all thoroughly enjoyable.

The students have gained confidence and a new group of friends through this exciting and varied process, 

as well as delving deeper into the arts and exploring new art forms they have never previously tried.
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Christmas Concert

Over 150 students from Years 7 to 13  took part in this year’s Christmas Concerts on the 13th 

and 14th of December. The performances were met with wondrous applause from audience 

members and their hard work and enthusiasm for performing was infectious. Staff are already 

working on ideas for next year and would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas.

Christmas Jumper Day

On Friday 15th December staff and students wore their best festive knits to raise 

money for Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day.

This is a national 
event which the 
CCGS community 
w h o l e - h e a r t e d l y 
support every year 
to help raise money 
for children around 
the world.

The monies raised 
by Save the 
Children, is used to 
help bring essential 
h e a l t h c a r e , 
e d u c a t i o n , 
protection and 
food to millions of 
children who are 
missing out on 
these basics. 7
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Kent Team Bags 4th Successive National Schools Sailing Regatta Title!
Four sailors from CCGS were part of the 26 strong Kent team in the National Schools Sailing Association (NSSA) Annual Regatta. This took part at Grafham Water Sailing Club in Cambridgeshire over 5 days from 23-28th July. Over 300 boats took part with sailors of all ages from schools across the country.

The CCGS sailors were: Stanley Chick, Joseph Lord, Tom Hirst and Pierce Seward.
The overall team trophy is awarded based on a complex combination of results from across all the fleets	and	sailors.	The	Kent	team	were	successful	in	winning	this	for	an	unprecedented	4th	year	in	succession. It was stressed that all our young sailors worked towards this fantastic result as a team.
The week was sailed in challenging, varied and mostly gusty, shifty and very strong winds.
Top CCGS sailor was Stan who won 1st laser standard, 1st medium handicap and was also awarded the NSSA president’s award having competed in both NSSA regattas for 7 years and sailed with the KSSA since 2009.

Kent Schools Sailing Association 2017 Annual Regatta
The KSSA Annual Regatta took place on 16th September at the Downs Sailing Club in Deal. 51 boats, plus sailors took part from all over Kent.

The CCGS sailors consisted of Stanley Chick, Tom Hirst, Joseph Lord and Pierce Seward. For Stan and Joe it was their last KSSA event having turned 18 and left for university.
Our team was awarded the schools’ trophy for the best overall school team. Stan was also awarded the Chairman’s Cup for endeavour, in celebration of everything he has given to KSSA over the years.



Kent Junior Female Athlete of the Year – Lily Murray

Kent County Athletics Association (KCAA) 
holds a dinner every year that congratulates 
athletes,	 coaches	 and	 officials	 from	 all	
over Kent that have a good season. This 
year I had a good season and I managed 
to achieve my best throw of 47.10m in 
hammer throw (the greatest sport ever).  
That throw meant I held the UK record, 
the English record and I was number 1 in 
the country in my age group, which was 
probably the proudest moment in my life. 
I have also won many other competitions 
that I entered this season. Once my 
successful season ended I received an 
email from KCAA that said I had won the 
Junior Female Athlete of the Year Award. 
There was rejoicing in my house and 
everyone was ecstatic. Then I waited 
with excitement for the 7th November 
when I would receive my award. When the night came, we drove to Maidstone and I waited in anticipation to receive my award. After the dinner they gave out the awards to the senior Kent male and female athletes of the year. Following this, it was the junior male athlete’s turn to receive his award	and	finally	the	thing	had	been	visualising	for	weeks	was	finally	here.	I	was	presented	with	a	glass trophy that said, “Lily Murray, Junior Athlete of The Year 2017”.
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World Scout Jamboree 2019

Three of our CCGS students had some great news recently! They have been selected to attend the 24th World Scout Jamboree hosted by North America. They will be based in West Virginia but will also experience home hospitality, possibly in Canada. 

There	were	five	places	available	to	Thanet	Scouts,	so	we	are	really	pleased	that	Sam	March	(9TSb),	Harry Humphries (8RPb) and Erin Stallwood (8MSg) were amongst them. 

Selection was not an easy task; they had to make an initial application with a presentation about themselves. This led to being invited on a selection weekend where activities included skinning a hare and a night hike. 

They need to raise £3945 each; this not 
only	pays	all	of	their	flights	and	fees	but	
also ensures that Scouts from under 
developed and less well-off countries 
are able to participate too. 

Sam, Harry and Erin will be fundraising 
over the next year or so and hopefully the 
school community will support them on 
this great achievement. If you have any 
contacts that would like to support these 
CCGS students, please get in touch! 
Look out for updates in the newsletters. 



Adam Saunders

Adam spent Thursday 19th October to the Saturday 21st  in Portsmouth practicing with 

the Sea Cadet Massed Band for the National Trafalgar parade in London on the Sunday 

22nd.

He then travelled to Portsmouth again on Monday 23rd October to attend a course with 

the Royal Marine School of Music on their Graduate Placement Scheme.

CCGS Lego League Competition

For the third time in the history of the competition CCGS entered a team into the First Lego League. 
The Kent and Medway Regional Finals (held at the University of Kent) saw a team of Year 7 and 8 
CCGS boys work extremely well together to compete in all areas of the competition against 15 other 
local schools. The team gained valuable experience in robot design, programming, presentation 
and team work exercises. There are many positives to take from the day with a mixed team of 
boys working well together - it was noted by an impressed panel of judges how well CCGS boys 
cooperated with one another, finding solutions to blind challenges using both leadership and 
listening skills to great effect. 

FIRST® LEGO® League (FLL®) is a global science and technology competition with over 500 
British teams of young people taking part each year. The IET is the operational partner for the FLL® 
competition in the UK and Ireland winners of regional finals compete internationally.
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Photography Competition Winners

Each winner received a 
Certificate and a prize of £20 (WH 
Smith Voucher)

KS3 Colour category - Erin Stallwood 
- 8MSg
KS3 Landscape Category - Lily 
Murray - 8TSg

KS4 Colour Category - Melissa 
Palmer - 10 TSg
KS4 Landscape Category - Pawel 
Lisowski - 10RPb

KS5 Colour Category - Georgiana 
Raye - 13RPb
KS5 Landscape Category - 
Georgiana Raye - 13RPb

Staff Colour Category - Mrs Newton
Staff Landscape Category - Mrs 
Myhill

All 8 winning photos will be 
produced and displayed in each of 
the three sites of the school.

Congratulations to all who took part 
and especially to the winners.

Christmas Card Competition

We ran a competition again in Art for students to 
design our corporate Christmas card this year rather 
than buy one from a company. The standard of entries 
was very high and Laura Pakulyte in Year 8 had her 
design chosen.



Trip to Spain 2017
 
In the early hours of the morning on October 18th a group of Year 10s and 11s accompanied by Mrs Walters, Mr Adelsberg, Mrs Hood, Mrs Tunmore and Mr Walton started their journey to Santillana del Mar in the North of Spain.  We travelled by coach and plane arriving in the pretty village of Santillana del Mar at lunch time, which in Spain means everything was shut!
The days were full of activities varying from language lessons with Spanish teachers to a karaoke evening!  We even tried typical Spanish tapas in a local restaurant and had authentic chocolate con churros in a local café.  The highlight for most people was a visit to the Carbaceno wildlife park, which is a huge park with different species of animal.  My highlight is always the bears, they seem so cute and cuddly until you hear them roar!  A new addition to the park this year were the cable cars, so instead of driving around the park in the bus we could fly over the park in the cable cars.  Some of us entered the cable cars with trepidation however by the end everyone agreed that it was a really fun way to see the park.  
The karaoke on the last night was also a highlight for many, nearly everyone participated including the teachers, I wouldn’t say that most of us would get on to X Factor but we had fun.

For many the biggest challenge of the whole trip was trying to dance flamenco, it really is complicated!  The salsa part of the lesson was a lot simpler!

We also visited the beach, Santander, Bilbao, the Guggenheim Museum, a shopping centre and Santillana Del Mar.

A good time was had by all, even if some were not so keen on the food in the hotel.  Lots of Spanish was spoken and listened to, very few people in this area of Spain speak English which is why it’s a perfect place to go for a Spanish language trip! 
If you are currently in Years 8 and 9 you will have the chance to join us on the next trip in October 2019 and if you’re in Year 7 you will probably have the chance in 2021!
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Christmas Tree Festival

CCGS were delighted to be invited again by St George’s Church, to decorate trees for the 12th Church 

Christmas Tree Festival.  The church invites schools, businesses and friends and family in the parish to 

exhibit a small decorated tree.
 
Representatives from the four Houses each decorated a tree in House colours.

 
The trees looked fantastic and contributed to the magnificent display in the church.

Day trip to the European Bioinformatics Centre 2017

The European bioinformatics centre campus is situated in 
Hinxton, UK. In September we travelled up to the campus 
to participate in training, with the end goal being that we 
would come back to school and run a club where we trained 
people to use the software in order the map the genome. 
The day we attended included a quick seminar with one of 
the scientists working on the project to fortify everyone’s 
background knowledge. We then went into a large computer 
suite where we all went through some examples and learnt 
how to use the software. The software, known as Apollo, is new and is designed to help map out genomes 
quickly. A computer randomly generates what it will expect the way the genes go and then a human eye 
goes over and makes small corrections where necessary. Although the software was extremely complex 
and a very large piece of software, with the correct help it soon became more apparent how to use it 
successfully. We are currently meeting on Tuesday lunchtimes in an attempt to work through the final 
examples and then start contributing to the mapping on the human whipworm genome to find ways to cure 
it soon. Some questions we came up with, and now have the answers for include:

What is a gene model?

A gene model is a description of the structures of the set of transcripts associated with the gene, in terms of 
their constituent exons, introns, UTRs and CDS. It is represented graphically in APOLLO by a set of boxes 
(exons) connected by hooked lines (introns). Colours are used to highlight the UTR and CDS regions within 
the transcript structure.

How are gene models made?

Computer programs exist to predict gene models by looking for signals in the DNA sequence of the 
genome and combining them with several types of evidence. However, the signals are often weak, the 
evidence is often noisy, and biology does not always follow the rules encoded in the software. Therefore, 
we need manual curation: scientists scrutinise the evidence for a gene and build the gene model that is 
most consistent with the evidence (our role).

Overall it was an exciting experience to be involved with real scientists on a real project, and visiting a big 
location in terms of genetic science was interesting as well. The follow up at school on Tuesday lunchtimes 
has also been exciting as each week the programme really makes your brain work. 



Is it worth it? Roadshow

This tour created by Kent Police, visited the school in October and was seen by Years 7, 8 and 9. 

The “Is It Worth It?” School Tour is an hour of exciting sound and light experiences which consists of a mix of interactive games, musical performances, and information regarding cyber bullying and appropriate use of social media. It is a multi-sensory way of learning which appeals to a wider range of students as it has been shown that people learn through a variety of ways; visual, tactile/kinaesthetic, auditory, and it is important to involve all areas of learning into the tour so that each and every student can engage.
All students participated fantastically in the roadshow and it reiterated the information that they have already received in PSHE lessons and assemblies and hopefully they learned something new too which will enable them to stay safe when using social media. 

Macmillan Crossroads

On Friday 8th December James and 
Matthew King were presented with 
certificates from the organisers at 
Macmillan Crossroads in recognition 
of their volunteering role with them. 
James and Matthew have, on a weekly 
basis, helped a gentleman tend his 
garden. This has meant that during the 
time this man can live at home he has 
had the pleasure of seeing his garden 
kept looking well. James and Matthew 
represented the 12 other Year 13 volunteers at the presentation, which was in Canterbury. The certificates were presented by the Sheriff of Canterbury. Once again the school was held up as a wonderful example of working in partnership with other agencies and praise was heaped upon our young people for the selfless giving of their time. 14



School Annual Christmas Fair Saturday 2nd December
Another successful Fair where a steady stream of customers kept the refreshment and cake stalls busy serving bacon rolls, hot dogs and drinks and a superb variety of homemade cakes respectively.
The tombolas attracted the usual flurry of activity with the wrapped prizes enticing many to exceed their original spending limit! The raffle, Pick a Lolly, Drop a Coin on Rudolph’s Nose all drew attention whilst Find the Reindeer sent many on a merry chase! And after a ‘slow’ start on Catch Santa’s Helper due to the elves this time rather than Santa getting stuck up the chimney (or in the drain pipe) a quick polish, helpful elevation and finally an adjustment to their outfits, which had meant that the elves were reluctant to appear at the end of the chute, soon got them scooting out to be caught occasionally. Play Your Cards Right resumed after the temporary assistance with the elves attracting many players from the outside with the caller’s energy and enthusiasm and the Marble Game promoted healthy competition (Mrs Hurrell still feels aggrieved that she was still beaten even after being given the aged 5 and under spoon to use!!). Father Christmas was kept busy the whole time with Mrs Santa helping along the way. 

Around a £1000 was raised for the School which will be put to good use and the date agreed for 1st December 2018 for next year’s event. All four of the school Houses ran a stall and the proceeds from their hard work will go to their chosen charities.

This year a number of students mentioned that they would have liked to attend the Fair however as they live further away it wasn’t possible. We therefore ran a Mini Fair on Tuesday 5th and Wednesday 6th during lunchtime for them. Each day a different game was available to play and the enthusiasm and participation of the students led to a further £300 being raised and the decision taken that this will be an annual event with more games to play available.
Thank you to all the parents, staff and site team who donated items for sale; helped organise, set up and run the Fair without you the event would not happen. And thank you to all those who came along and supported the event whilst giving so generously. 

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
CCGS Friends
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PFTA

The PFTA are always happy to welcome new volunteers to help with school events like the Christmas 

Fair or providing refreshments at the Christmas Concerts. If you feel you could volunteer some of 

your time even if not on a regular basis it would be gratefully received. Please contact Mrs. Hurrell if 

you can offer some help shurrell@ccgrammarschool.co.uk



Early Warning! Severe Weather Guidance

Although we have experienced a very mild winter so far, this may well change over the Christmas 

period and the following information may be useful in the event of inclement weather:

As an Urban Campus we are particularly susceptible to the effects of bad weather.  Our staff and 

our 6th form students (plus a small number of KS4 students) have to travel between sites, which 

may be treacherous.  Also many of our staff (and students) travel in from a long distance.  We must 

always	be	sure	that	the	school	site	is	safe;	the	Chatham	site	especially	is	difficult	to	c
lear	if	it	has	

been snowing.
 
It is our aim to keep the school open wherever possible to minimise the disruption to student learning 

and parent/carers’ own arrangements. Please assume that the school is open unless you hear 

otherwise. Our aim will be that students follow a normal school day, however it may be necessary 

that students will follow an alternative timetable (this will depend on the number of staff in the school).  

This means that they will probably complete revision work or some other worthwhile activity. 

 
We will try to keep the school open for the whole day, but if the bus and train companies inform 

us that they are likely to stop running, then it is likely we will need to close early OR if conditions 

deteriorate during the day we may take the decision to close early, to ensure all students can get 

home safely. We will send a text to parents in this case.
 
We suggest on these days that if there are issues with getting to and from school safely that the 

decision as to whether your child attends school is entirely up to you, however please inform the 

school if you are keeping your child at home.
 
On occasions where the school is forced to close completely, information about the closure will be 

on our school website and the following websites:

 • http://bbc.co.uk/kent
 • http://www.kentschoolclosures.co.uk/

Lunchtime open access for Key 
Stage 3 students

6th form computer scientists 
have been busy at lunchtimes 
managing computer room 
access for Key Stage 3 students.

Rooms are available Monday to 
Thursday each lunchtime in FF5 
for the purposes of work related 
activities. What has been really 
impressive is the way in which 
our sixth formers are on hand 
being helpful and supportive in 
assisting our younger students 
with work, and in the relationships which 
are built between the two generations of students. 16
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Messages from the Headteacher

At the end of a very busy two terms we have had lots of events including: Christmas Jumper Day which coincided 

with the School’s Christmas dinner and all students have been given a flavour of the Christmas Concerts which took 

place last week, when they watched and listened to some of the highlights during the last week of term. 

School will close for Years 11 -13 at 1.30pm on Tuesday 19th December and at 2.15pm for Years 7-10.

Congratulations to Year 11 for the mature and sensible way they have conducted themselves during their mock 

exams. 

Year 13 Mocks commence on our return after the Christmas break

E-Safety

It has come to our attention that many of our students are using a social media app called Sarahah. This was set up 

in 2016 for adults to provide anonymous feedback from employees and friends about an individual’s strengths and 

areas for improvement. Unfortunately, our students have been using it as a means to send unpleasant, mean and 

frankly horrible messages to other students, knowing full well those messages cannot be traced back to them. Could 

you please check your son or daughter’s phone to ensure that they do not have the app and more importantly that 

they are not the victim of this unpleasantness.

Uniform

Could I please remind you to adhere to our uniform policy when replacing items of uniform. This can be found in the 

student planner.

Ear Piercings – students should only wear one stud in each earlobe, earrings are not permitted in any other part of 

the ear and students will be told to remove them.

May I take this opportunity to wish you all 
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year from all the staff at CCGS. 

School recommences for all students on 
Thursday 4th January 2018 at 8.40am.

Sixth Form Reverse Advent 
Calendar

This is just some of the 
chocolates and treats that 
Sixth Form Students have 
contributed to our Reverse 
Advent Calendar. Their 
response has been marvellous 
and everything is going to the 
Food Bank run by the Salvation 
Army in Ramsgate.


