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On the 24th of March, Chatham & Clarendon Grammar School 
held a TEDx event, organised by students with the help and 
assistance of Mrs Rosen. TEDx events are independently 
organised by communities such as schools. The event received 
an incredible response; the tickets, which were sold by students, 
sold out in under a day and just under 100 students attended 
the event. This was the second time the school held such an 
event  - this time on the theme of “survival vs thriving” and it 
was another great success.

The Speakers:

Captain Nick Hill

Nick Hill spoke about his time in the army and the life skills he learnt, 
and also how grateful he was that he had this experience.

He wanted to speak to the students about the value of life experiences 
in general, and not just about the benefits he gained from 
being a part of the army. He gave a passionate speech, 
which the students were very keen to listen to. He told 
anecdotes and personal stories that have stuck with him 
throughout his life. He showed to everyone in the room - 
the audience and speakers alike, that it is okay to not have 
your whole life planned out by the end of school: if you 
work hard and stay motivated there will be success for 
you.

Kayleigh Stevens-Keatley & Alistair Manclark- Musical 
performers

Kayleigh and Alistair both study A-level music and 
performed a piece that Alistair composed for his GCSE last 
year. They were excited to perform this piece because they 
felt it fitted the theme well. They both love performing and 
have both been involved in school shows such as ‘Jesus 
Christ Superstar’ and hope to study music in the future.

They were eager to showcase this piece again and be able 
to revisit previous work and edit and evolve it using musical 
skills they have learnt from now studying A-level. The audience was 
captivated by their confident and strong performance. 1



Ellie Madiera

Ellie Madeira is currently a sixth former at Chatham & Clarendon Grammar School. 

She has Dyspraxia - a complex neurological condition that is regularly misunderstood, 

misdiagnosed or missed altogether. Ellie has been struggling with the disorder since 

birth, having to face the consequences of it from an early age. However, she went to 

physiotherapy which helped her to carry out day-to-day tasks and encouraged her to 

think of the benefits of this condition and adapt to it to the best of her abilities. Although 

Ellie admitted she found planning her TEDx talk difficult, she presented with confidence 

and even touched people’s hearts, emotionally as well. She thinks of herself as lucky 

and not someone who is ‘abnormal’ in today’s society, which enables her to survive and 

thrive.

John Levy

John Levy is an experienced lecturer on developments in Israel and the Arab world. He gave 

a speech about Israel and how much it contributes to the world - socially, economically 

and environmentally, providing many fuel sources, which MEDC’s depend on. Mr Levy 

passionately conveyed some of the realities of Israel and its positive doings, instead 

of the negative impacts the country produces which the media constantly portrays. He 

talked about how Israel has developed and advanced in terms of technology, education, 

health issues, which were fascinating to hear, as the public do not generally hear about 

such things, especially when terrorism is often associated with the country. These major 

developments enable Israel to survive and succeed, and transform into a country where 

people’s perception of it are more positive.

Nathanael Wright

Nathanael Wright gave a truly inspirational talk on his struggles with CFS - chronic 

fatigue syndrome, which affects 1 in every 250 people. There is currently no cure due 

to a lack of awareness of its cause. Nathanael’s dream to play rugby for England was 

something that came near impossible to achieve when he was diagnosed with this 

condition. Even though it’s something he’s suffered with for more than four years with 

periods of time where it was extremely severe, he has managed to find things that help 

him. He believes “the only cure is time and effort”.  “You learn to look on the bright side” 

was something he saw as a positive for dealing with this and shows how he is thriving 

through the difficulties that he faces. 

Other features shown

A video of Sandi Toksvig was also part of the event. She spoke about the importance 

of the development of Women’s equality. Sandi told the story about how she started a 

political party in Britain called the Women’s Equality Party with the aim for others to 

copy the party’s model, encouraging equality for all. The party is not only based around 

gender equality but equality for all races and ages. After a very motivational speech, 

which also included elements of comedy, the talk ended with the enthusiastic slogan 

“Let’s activate, let’s change the world”.

The students would like to say a massive thank you to Mrs Rosen for all her help and for 

allowing them to have this opportunity.

Report and photos by: Izzy Grogan, Bhavya Giddaluru and Jathusa Peethamparam. 2
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Maths

This term we entered 80 of our best Year 8 and 9 mathematicians into the UKMT 

Junior Challenge. Over half of the entrants were awarded either a gold, silver 

or bronze certificate which is amazing. However special mention needs to go 

to Joshua Thompson in Year 7 who was best in Year 7 and achieved enough 

points to move on to the Junior Kangaroo round, Lloyd Goodwin who was the 

top boy in Year 8 and was also selected to move forward to the Junior Kangaroo 

and finally to Lydia Nottingham who achieved best in school and was selected 

to take part in the Junior Maths Olympiad. Congratulations to everyone who 

took part.

National 500 Word Competition

Congratulations to Lennon Button in Year 7 for entering the National 500 Words 

Competition and being selected as one of the top 5,000 out of 131,798 entries! 

The judges of 500 Words reported that the competition was really fierce but they 

were delighted to announce that “Detective Flynn and the Case of the Missing 

Spaghetti” had gone through! Lennon narrowly missed out on going through to 

the top 50 but should be incredibly proud of this massive achievement.



Summer Charity Week – Week beginning Monday, 19th June

In recent years, CCGS has supported a summer charity week of activities for different 

selected charities, organised by Mr. Goodwin and Mr. Richford. This year, we are raising 

money for two charities, Children with Cancer UK and a Kent based charity, Dandelion 

Time.

Over 4000 young people are diagnosed with cancer each year. Children with Cancer UK 

fund various research and welfare projects to support young cancer patients and their 

families.

Last year in the UK, 25,500 children were identified as needing protection from neglect. In 

the same year 6,000 children were identified as needing protection from physical abuse. 

Dandelion Time provides Kent families affected by these issues individual therapeutic 

support.

During the week beginning Monday, 19th June, there will be lots of different activities 

taking place and we would like to encourage everyone to participate. 

All Lower School students will have the opportunity to take part in an optional sponsored 

mile. There will also be a Cake Sale on Wednesday and a non-uniform day on Friday. We 

will also have donation boxes available around the school throughout the week.

To support and highlight this event, Mr. Goodwin and Mr. Richford are also going to 

complete a ‘24hr by Foot’ Challenge, beginning on Thursday and finishing on Friday 

morning. As part of this event, there will also be a Guess the Distance competition running 

for students and staff to guess how far both teachers travel during the 24hr period.

There is also a Virgin Money Giving page if anyone would like to make a direct contribution 

online. The link is:

http://www.virginmoneygiving.com/team/24hourrun

Thanks in advance for your support.

Notices from the Headteacher

Non Uniform Day to raise money for Crossroads School in Uganda – as you may remember Thanet 

Schools all held a fundraising day at the end of last term to raise money for Crossroads School 

in Uganda, as a school we raised £1140.30 contributing to a Thanet wide total in excess of £5000. 

Thank you to all our students for their contribution, it is going to a really deserving cause.

Hair – if your son/daughter has their head shaved could I remind you that a number 2 is the shortest 

we allow.

Summer Uniform – Students are now allowed to wear their summer uniform – details of which can 

be found in the student planner. It is not permissible to wear a long sleeved shirt with the sleeves 

rolled up. If your son/daughter cannot wear the correct uniform for any reason could you please 

either provide them with a note or let the school know via email or a phone call. 

If the weather is sunny, could you provide your son/daughter with sun cream to prevent 

sunburn and remind them of the importance of keeping hydrated during the warmer weather. 4
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The Staff of CCGS wish you a good break 
and will see you back on Monday 5th June.
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Ms. Nicholas wins Inspirational Teachers Award from Oxford University.

Since 2010, the Undergraduate Admissions and Outreach office at the University 

of Oxford has run a scheme to recognise inspirational teachers from UK schools 

and colleges.

This award scheme recognises the crucial role teachers play in encouraging 

talented students in their schools or colleges. Each year, current first-year 

Oxford undergraduates from UK state schools or colleges with a limited history 

of sending students to Oxford are asked if they would like to nominate an 

inspirational teacher. 

The Inspirational Teachers Awards are a way of recognising the importance 

of school or college teachers in encouraging bright students to realise their 

potential and make a successful application to Oxford.

In 2017 ten teachers were honoured with an award. All had been nominated 

by students currently in their first year at Oxford. Former pupil, Jamie Fowler, 

nominated Ms. Nicholas after he fell in love with Biology. When nominating her 

for the award he stated “Biology lessons with Ms. Nicholas were something 

I looked forward to, something I knew would be 

entertaining as well as intellectually engaging. 

I’m extremely grateful I had the opportunity to 

be taught by her. It took a lot of hard work to 

get into Oxford, but I can graciously admit that 

I couldn’t have done it without her.” Jamie went 

on to achieve an A* grade in A-Level Biology 

and is now studying Biomedical Sciences at 

New College. 

Both Jamie and Ms. Nicholas had the chance to 

meet up again on Friday 19th May to attend an 

awards ceremony at the University of Oxford.


