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JCSS at CCGS… A SUPERSTAR PRODUCTION
From the opening deep bass riff through to the subdued ending, this was a 
production that scored on all counts.

Jesus Christ Superstar is a through-composed rock opera: music throughout 
with no spoken dialogue. There is therefore no let-up for the band or musical 
director, but MD Mrs Gibbons did not let her concentration drop for a moment, 
setting the correct tempo for each number and keeping the energy levels of 
the instrumentalists and singers at a constant high.

The stage at Chatham & Clarendon Grammar School is not large, but expert 
staging with the use of a scaffolding platform, and a side area for the Pharisee 
scenes, made it never feel over-crowded. Director Mrs Cackett had given the 
younger children enough to do without making the mistake of cramming them 
all into every scene.

Every cast member was completely focussed throughout bringing the entire 
piece alive. The soloists were excellent, but without an attentive chorus, 
such a musical falls apart. Everyone here looked as if they meant what they 
were singing, and there were some excellent cameo roles in those acting as 
journalists, lepers, angels etc.

The singing throughout was of such a high standard that the production stood 
way above most school plays. Again, soloists are expected to be “the best”, 
but here, the whole ensemble always sounded together, well-rehearsed, and 
perfectly balanced. Indeed, the balance overall was expertly managed by Mr 
Gibbons; the words were always audible over the band, and I never felt as if 
my ears were in danger of being damaged.

The dances were well choreographed and slickly performed, again 
with a true ensemble feel; I never felt that anyone was trying to “look 
better” than anyone else, which is rare in such young performers.

The soloists were all superb. This is a difficult piece and there are 
some long solos which need expert handling to sustain to the end.  
I know and love the work and have seen numerous productions, 
professional and amateur. As is often the case with the latter, one 
is sometimes afraid that songs will be “spoilt” if sung less than 
expertly. Once the opening number had begun, I relaxed… this was 
going to be good… Jake Warner as Jesus, Jacob Gardner as Judas 
and Bethan Fahy as Mary gave their all in terrific performances, 
singing as well as any professionals, and acting to just the right 
pitch; never over-doing it, but with feeling and passion. Josh Walton 
and Kayleigh Stevens-Keatley were delightfully evil as the Pharisees 
Caiaphas and Annas, and Alistair Manclark made us feel sympathy 
for his confused Pilate. The scene with Herod always give some 
much needed comic relief, and Owen Barnett and his entourage did 
not disappoint.

Well done you superstars… you really are what we say you are…

For more photos please log on to the school website.
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University Success

Five sixth formers at 

Chatham & Clarendon 

Grammar School have 

just heard that they 

have been successful 

in gaining places 

at the universities 

of Oxford or 

Cambridge.

“I’m really proud of their 

accomplishment, and they are among the best learners 

of the school. Looking at these people along with our successes with those 

heading for medical schools and Russell Group universities we really are so 

fortunate to work with such motivated and driven young people.” said Mr Moody, 

Head of Sixth Form.

The students who have offers are:

Charlie Wilkening - French & Spanish, Lincoln College, Oxford;

Amy Clayton - Engineering, Emmanuel College, Cambridge;

Chris Norwood - Engineering, Pembroke College, Cambridge;

Elmira Mustfajeva - Biochemistry, Lincoln College, Oxford;

William Dolke - Engineering Science, Magdalen College, Oxford.

Macmillan Crossroads Volunteer Project

Sixteen members of Year 12 have now successfully completed twelve 
hours of training to enable them to be members of this project. They are 
all now awaiting information of the clients that they will visit regularly to 
offer help with tasks such as shopping, cleaning, ironing and gardening 
as well as being of some company on a regular basis. With this kind of 
support many people with cancer or long-term health conditions manage 
to live at home longer than they might.

Well done to: Josh Attwell, Jessica Murphy, Bethia Carter, Martha 
Carter, Annabelle Keefe, James King, Matthew King, Zoe Manser, Alice 
Mulinya, Megan Bish, Gayathri Nantharatnam, Lily O’Brien, Jathusa 
Peethamparam, Morgain Reed, Amelia Simmons and Olivia Wilson 2



Argentinian visitors
 
Sofia and Bernada from Argentina visited our school in January. They taught 
us about their Argentinian culture and we even attempted a bit of traditional 
dancing! It was a new experience for us, one that we found extremely helpful 
to relate to our knowledge of the wonderful Spanish language. It also helped 
broaden our minds to the Argentinian way of life.
 
Many of us have now taken an interest in this beautiful country now that we 
know much more about it. Some of us are even considering going to university 
there! Over all this was an incredible, mind-broadening opportunity that we will 
never forget!

Disney 2017

This year our 7th trip to Disneyland Paris involved 116 students and 12 staff. 
We visited Paris for a day, taking a boat tour along the Seine and visiting the 
Montparnasse Tower. We spent two days in the Disney Parks alongside maths 
lectures and a workshop. Overall a fantastic time was had by all and we came 
back tired but wishing we could still be there as there was still so much to do.
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Safer Internet Day 2017

Safer Internet Day 2017 took place 

on Tuesday 7th February with the 

theme ‘Be the change: unite for a 

better internet’. The day highlighted 

the positive uses of technology 

and explored the role we all play in 

helping to create a better and safer 

online community. 

School assemblies were held in all 

year groups in the upper and lower 

school, together with a planned 

programme of events in computer 

science lessons.

Around the UK and as a result of last year’s Safer Internet 

Day in 2016, an evaluation found that the majority of children spoke to their 

families about staying safe online, while 87% felt more confident about 

what to do about any worries online. We were pleased that all students 

became so actively involved in the events and together ensure that we all 

support each other both online and within our community. 

Knitting Circle

The CCGS Knitting Circle has 
been busily making tiny hats 
since September.  We have 
just sent in 12 hats of various 
creative designs.  These hats 
are to fit Innocent Smoothie 
bottles as part of their ‘The 
Big Knit’ campaign.  For each 
bottle sold that has a woolly 
hat on, 25p is donated to Age 
UK to help keep older people 
warm over the winter.  We hope 
that the people who buy our 
hats love them as much as we do!  Our next project is knitting blankets 
and toy mice for animals at Battersea Dogs and Cats home.  If you fancy 
coming along, we meet on a Friday lunchtime in S8.  You don’t need to be 
able to knit and you don’t need to bring anything with you. 4



Maths STEM Day

On Thursday 26th January we were lucky enough to have STEM ambassadors from 

Canterbury Christchurch University in school. They took all of the Year 7 girls for a series 

of enrichment classes which, from the looks of the photos that were taken, were great 

fun. Our students were taught by NASA astronauts, Superheroes and Doctor Who. You 

may spot in the photos past student Sophie Girdler who is now training to be a Maths 

teacher. The girls enjoyed themselves and learnt some new concepts. We look forward to 

seeing the ambassadors again next year.

Jazz Band

UKMT

On 26th January two teams of students from Years 9-13 took part in 

the South East regional qualifiers of the Senior Schools’ Challenge. We 

were pitted against two teams from Sir Roger Manwood’s and two teams 

from Harvey Grammar. Both teams played very well on the night and 

even though we did not make it through to the next round fun was had 

by all. The general knowledge questions really tested everyone and the 

most frustrating part of the quiz was knowing the answers to the other 

teams questions.

Next term we look forward to the Junior Challenge where two teams from 

Years 7 and 8 compete in the first round. If you would like to be considered 

for the team please contact Mrs Newton.
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Cryptography

The Alan Turing 
C r y p t o g r a p h y 
competition started 
this term and we 
currently have 4 
teams of students 
from Years 8 through 
to 10 taking part.  
The first clue was 
released at exactly 
4pm on Monday 23rd 
January and the 
teams were ready 
and waiting to rise 
to the challenge.

The photo shows 
all the different 
schools in Britain 
that are registered 
to take part and the 
position of one of our teams as of 5pm on 30th January.

We look forward to further clues being released over the next few weeks.
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National Cipher Challenge.

Our team of Year 10 and 11 codebreakers entered the National Cipher 

Challenge organised by the University of Southampton’s Maths 

department. Kin Mo, Ben Chapman, Aniq Ismat, Kazki Fairman and 

William Burgess worked through 8 rounds of challenges of increasing 

difficulty based around a story of a young scientist working in the 

hottest topic in mathematical physics, gravitational waves. Each week 

they competed against the clock to crack an easier (part A) cipher and a 

much more challenging (part B) cipher. Over 700 teams took part in the 

competition nationally and our team achieved a joint first place in the part 

A ciphers and an impressive 85th place in the more challenging part B of 

the competition. Well done!

 
UKMT Senior Kangaroo

Seven students from Year 10, 12 and 13 were selected to participate in the 

Senior Kangaroo round, a follow on round to the UKMT Senior individual 

challenge. Hal Mutton (Year 12) and Chris Norwood (Year 13) achieved a 

Merit in this demanding competition awarded only to the top 500 of the 

2000 mathematicians taking part. Well done!

 
British Mathematical Olympiad

On the basis of their outstanding UKMT senior individual challenge 

result, Amy Clayton (Year 13) and Joshua Attwell (Year 12) were selected 

to go through to the British 

Mathematical Olympiad round 

1. In this highly challenging 3.5 

hour competition, Amy achieved 

a certificate of qualification and 

Joshua achieved a distinction 

certificate awarded only to 

the top 250 mathematicians 

nationally. We are very 

proud of these outstanding 

mathematicians.
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