
Newsletter
Chatham & Clarendon Grammar School

For all the very latest news log on to ccgrammarschool.co.uk

Chaplaincy Christmas Corner 2016

“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn.”   [Luke 2:7]

As this busy school term draws to an end and the dark nights 
lengthen there is a buzz of excitement among the students in 
anticipating the Christmastide. 

During the 16th and 19th December the school continued the 
tradition of offering carol services for all students and staff.

The students listened to the readings of the Christmas story, 
sang carols and a Christmas song, and also enjoyed the fantastic 
music and singing of music students led by Ms Hollman & Mr & 
Mrs Gibbons. The finale was a special vocal tribute (by AVE) to 
Leonard Cohen and his celebrated ‘Halleluiah.’ 

This year the Chaplaincy Christmas Charity is to support the 
Thanet Winter Shelter project where accommodation, food, 
clothes are provided for the homeless during the cold winter 
months. A collection will be made during the Years 12 & 13 
Christmas assemblies with the aim to raise over £100. It is 
as always a timely reminder that the joy of Christmas is not 
appreciated by all when we consider the plight of so many 
people not only in Syria but in our own country. It is 
easy to forget that at the time of Jesus’ birth there 
would have been nothing romantic or cosy in giving 
birth in a stable let alone using a feeding trough as 
a cot! Also, the flight of the holy family to Egypt to 
escape the mad machinations of a dictator is not too 
far removed from our own times. However, what is 
comforting is the message of hope in that the Light 
shines in the darkness and the darkness has not 
overcome it according to John’s gospel.

I wish all families associated with our school 
community a blessed Christmas of joy and peace 
and a well-deserved rest so to be ready for the New 
Year.

Reverend Thomas
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This year CCGS participated in the ‘Shakespeare Schools Festival’ for the second year in 
a row. Following a successful workshop day earlier in the year, the cast performed their 
shortened production of ‘Twelfth Night’ on November 9th, at the Theatre Royal, Margate. 
This year CCGS performed alongside St Peters, Hartsdown Academy and Bradstow 
School, with the students all supporting each other’s work. The festival gives young 
people the opportunity to work closely with a Shakespearean text, and to then perform 
it in a professional theatre.  It also gave students the experience of running a dress and 
technical rehearsal with the theatres technical crew, led by professional actors.Teacher directors Mrs. Magill and Mr. Gillin led CCGS; and cleverly envisioned the play 
being set at Ramsgate Yacht club and the local beach. This modern adaptation involved 
contemporary costume and setting, but used traditional Elizabethan songs within the 
piece, creating authenticity. All sounds were performed live on stage, aided by onstage 
musician and narrator Simeon Crosher. Much to the delight of the audience the play that 
revolves around two separated twins, involved twin sisters Melodie and Lucy Karczewski 
playing the roles of Sebastian and Viola who were outstanding in their performances. 
Other notable performances included Niall McDaid’s characterization of the Duke Orsino 
and Darcy Barham’s portrayal of Olivia. A special mention must also be given to Conor 
Field who played Sir Toby Belch and Peter Clapham who played Sir Andrew Aguecheek; for 
their excellent comedic timing, singing, dancing and general revelry. Their co-conspirator 
Maria was played excellently by Jemma Hart who was also the assistant director of St 
Peter’s production of ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’. Alfie Lawrence’s Malvolio must also 
be mentioned, particularly for his most comedic scene involving a full wetsuit and yellow 
stockings. The whole performance was packed full of fun, using beach loungers and 
inflatables and a strong ensemble to help create the joyful mood.
Jonny Tyndale, the SSF coordinator for the South East said, ’It was a wonderful show full of comedy which was underscored by a strong understanding of the complex language. You have a really gifted cast whose professionalism, confidence and focus shone through in their performance!’ 

Praised by parents and teachers alike, the festival was another great experience for drama students at CCGS, with hopefully many more in the future.

Shakespeare for Schools
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School Choir

Members of the school choir sang at Tesco, Westwood Cross, Broadstairs on 

Sunday 4th of December. Students from the school also assisted people with 

the packing of their shopping. This was all in an effort to raise funds for the up 

and coming production of ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’ in February (See separate 

advert). Thank you very much to all students involved- we raised just over £740!

Year 7 Bowling Trip

The maths department organised their annual bowling trip for the whole of year 7 towards 
the end of November this year. Everyone was able to participate and collect data that will 
used used in maths lessons over the next few weeks. Fun was had by all and the only 
complaints were, could they go for longer and have more bowling!!





UKMT Senior Challenge November 2016
Another brilliant set of results from our sixth form mathematicians who were joined 
by some very promising Year 11, 10 and even a Year 8 student for an hour of serious 
mathematical problem solving.
Overall, there were 9 gold, 15 silver and 26 bronze certificates with Amy Clayton achieving 
the Best in School certificate. 
Seven students were invited to take part in the follow on Kangaroo round (Chris 
Norwood, Sam Nicholson and Jamie Baker from Year 13,  James White, Hal Mutton 
and Harrison Mogg-Walls from Year 12 and Kazki Fairman from Year 10).Amy Clayton (Year 13) and Joshua Attwell (Year 12) have reached such excellent 
scores in the individual challenge that they were invited to sit the British Mathematical 
Olympiad (round 1). This is a truly challenging 3.5hour paper where extended and detailed answers are expected and we are hoping they will get through to round 2.

To sample one of the questions they had to solve, have a go at this one:
Consecutive positive integers m, m+1, m+2 and m+3 are divisible by consecutive odd positive integers n, n+2, n+4 and n+6 respectively. Determine the smallest possible m in terms of n.

UKMT Senior Team Challenge
December 7th saw a team of 4 6th formers brave the cold and travel to Canterbury for the UKMT senior team challenge. Josh A, Hal M, Jamie B and Sam N all worked together as a team to battle against the finest mathematical minds in Kent. 21 schools fielded teams and we were eventually placed 5th after several long and challenging rounds. The winning school, Ashford School, now move on to the national finals while the younger members of our team are already planning their strategy for next year. Well done to all 4 members of our team.
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Macmillan Crossroads Volunteer Project
Four of our ten Year 13 students, who are part of this project, were able to attend an afternoon of celebration at the Ann Robertson Centre in Canterbury on Thursday 29th November. Will Addley, Adele Atkins, Demi Jures and Chiko Machingauta joined other adult volunteers in receiving certificates from The Sheriff of Canterbury, Counsellor Rosemary Doyle. This was in recognition of the commitment from the volunteers in supporting those with cancer, long-term health conditions and their carers. Users of this service and family members also attended the afternoon and we heard from them about how important this help is to them.

Will and Demi both gave short talks about their experiences of being trained by Macmillan Crossroads and how much they have enjoyed working with their assigned clients. 
It was wonderful to hear 
the many testaments 
paid individually 
to our students as 
well as CCGS being 
held up as a shining 
example of working 
in partnership with 
other organisations 
in order to serve the 
community.

Currently we have 16 
Year 12 students who 
are half way through 
their twelve hours of 
training with Macmillan 
Crossroads and will 
be ready to be linked 
up to their own clients 
early on in 2017.

Local MP Craig Mackinlay’s visit to the school
On 18th November Craig Mackinlay MP visited the school. He had a tour of the Chatham Site and the 6th Form centre and then met with students from Years 7-13 for a question and answer session. Mr Mackinlay started the meeting with the students by outlining a ‘typical’ day for an MP and then opened the floor to take questions from the students. Although a little shy at first they soon got into their stride and asked him questions on a diverse range of topics from lowering the voting age to 16, the impact of BREXIT, the future of Manston Airport and live animal exports.  It was a really valuable experience for the students 

and we were very grateful to Mr Mackinlay for giving up his time to come and meet 
our students. 8



Christmas Tree Festival

CCGS were delighted to be invited again by St George’s Church, to decorate trees for the 

11th Church Christmas Tree Festival.  The church invites schools, businesses and friends 

and family in the parish to exhibit a small decorated tree.

Representatives from the four Houses each decorated a tree in House colours.

The trees looked fantastic and contributed to the magnificent display in the church.

Kent School Games’ Cultural Celebration

The Kent School Games’ Cultural Celebration was held at the Winter Gardens on Sunday 

18th September, and was a joyous occasion for all concerned. It was a 2 hour extravaganza 

of all the arts: mostly song and dance connected by an acted story-line, with projected 

art-work shown during one section. The event is “sister” to the Kent School Games 

involving sports’ competitions throughout Kent.

The awards for the latter were, rather bizarrely, presented during the Cultural Celebration 

by rugby player/sports’ commentator John Taylor, and Paul Carter, leader of KCC. It was 

a delight to see Katie Knight and Alasdair Kinloch nominated as Outstanding Sports’ 

Performers, each in a short-list of just three.

To take part in the Cultural Games, performers had to get through a round of auditions, 

and, again, participants were chosen from all over Kent. It was therefore not only thrilling 

to see how many of those who “made it” were from Thanet, but even more so, how 

many from this school. A huge congratulations to Poppy Clarke-Kray, Bethan Fahy and 

Charlotte Williams who appeared in the 8-strong Female Vocal Ensemble, Hannah Baker 

as Percussionist, Stanley Chick, Holly McArthur and Kathryn Cutler MacKenzie whose 

art work was chosen, and to Bradley Bissett and Kayleigh Stevens-Keatley who both had 

solo vocal spots. Their professionalism shone through and made me very proud to be 

part of the school.

Lynn Myhill
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Reward Trip

On Tuesday 13th December 44 of our top students were invited on a reward trip to 

Bluewater for some Christmas shopping, time with friends and the all important ice 

skating.
Even though it’s a reward trip but, as always, there’s work to be done first so we set 

off about 12 o’clock boarding the coach in Queen Street and heading off in good 

order. 

A straight forward journey and little traffic meant we arrived about 1.30pm and, after 

a short safety talk and working out exactly where the skating rink is we went off 

searching for those elusive gifts and presents for friends and family. Some took the 

opportunity to have a meal in one of the many superb restaurants in the shopping 

centre followed by a little more retail therapy.

We then headed for the skating rink which, this year, was outside for an hour long 

skating session.

As always, I was impressed to see the hidden talents of so many of our students, 

this time as skaters. Harvey Farmer was impressive in his skill and ability on the ice 

managing to speed past all others with aplomb. Shaun Liddle impressed with his 

perseverance and tenacity on the ice despite never having skated before. 

Once our skating was done we gathered again for the obligatory group photograph 

and then headed back to the coach and our journey back to Ramsgate and school 

where we arrived about 6.30pm.

A great day out and a fitting reward for the fantastic efforts of the students throughout 

the previous two terms.

Thanks must 
go to Ms 
Tunmore, Head 
of Rothchild-
Pearce and Mrs 
Hood Senior 
Tutor.

Well done to 
all and Merry 
Christmas.

D. De Paolis

Head of Mann-
Somerville 10



CCGS Christmas Fair Saturday 26th November
A great success raising £1000
This was the best so far, packed from start to finish with Christmas shoppers  
enjoying the many stalls on offer including a re-gifting stall (donated unwanted gifts 
were Upcycled into eye-catching presents for very reasonable prices); Catch the 
Santa Helper (we didn’t like to go with splat the elf but that was the aim!); Play Your 
Cards Right with a very enigmatic host (already booked for next year); sweet and 
gift Tombola and craft stalls that offered a lovely range of homemade gifts as well.
 
Our taste buds were catered for with a superb (yet again) mammoth baking effort 
from a couple of our mums, mouth-watering cakes and bites were soon all gone 
whilst bacon rolls and hot drinks refreshed customers ready for a trip to see Father 
Christmas, a timed marble challenge, purchase raffle tickets and even time to 
decorate a bauble to take home. 
All four school Houses were represented with the students being responsible for 
planning and running the stalls. KH - pick a Candy Cane and books; MS - decorate 
gingerbread cookies; RP - pin the red nose on Rudolph and TS - name the teddy and 
other games. Well done to the students they should be proud of their efforts and 
really helped to build the fantastic Christmas and fun atmosphere.  A weary father, 
who was about to go onto yet another Fair in support of his children, commented 
how nice it was to attend a Fair with so much for the children to do and at a very 
reasonable cost.
 
The Friends would like to thank all of you who supported the Fair in any way, coming 
along and joining the fun, sending in donations, planning stalls, running stalls, 
serving refreshments, folding raffle tickets and even fishing out the coins from the 
fish tank (great game and definitely not as easy as you may think!). We could not 
have done it without you all.  
We are already starting to plan for next year so please help us by donating any 
unwanted gifts (either those you need to find good homes for to make 
room for 

the new ones received this Christmas or any duplicates you may get) you can bring them into any of our Receptions and ask for them to be given to Mrs Hurrell who will store them away ready for next year’s Fair - preliminary date Saturday 25th November 2017. 
Finally a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all from the CCGS Friends. 11



Online safety

Dear Parents/ Carers,

Online safety is an important part of keeping children safe at Chatham & Clarendon Grammar 
School. 

All of our students are taught how to stay safe and behave appropriately online, but this 
approach is only successful if we work together and reinforce safe behaviour at home too.As Christmas draws near, many children may be looking forward to receiving new electronic 
devices or games, so we feel that this is an appropriate time to highlight some simple online 
safety tips to help parents/ carers make safer choices and support their children online. Make informed choices:

In order to protect children online, it is vital that we fully understand the capabilities and make 
informed decisions about new games, apps and devices, before providing them to children. • Do your research before purchasing a new device or game for your child; find out what 
other parents think, search for parental advice online and ask the shop about pre-installed 
apps or tools. 

• Always check the PEGI age rating and descriptors on games before buying them for 
your child and carefully consider whether the content is appropriate for them.• Take time to find out whether the device or game has an online component or allows 
your child to access to the internet, which allows them to connect with others online.• Familiarise yourself with the privacy, safety and security tools on new devices; ensure 
you are in a position to teach your child how to make their accounts private and how to block 
and report other people online.
Use the parent guides and shopper’s checklists from UK Safer Internet Centre to help you ask 
the right questions and make informed choices when buying new technology this Christmas:
www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parents-guide-technologySetting boundaries:

Much like the ‘real world’, parents need to set boundaries for children online; this provides 
them with a clear understanding of the limits, expectations and consequences of their 
behaviour. 

• Discuss and agree as a family, how the internet and technology will be used in your home; 
consider nominating ‘tech-free’ areas or times, such as: your child’s bedroom or dinner time.• Discuss online boundaries too; let children use the lessons they learn in school to tell 
you what they think is/isn’t acceptable for them to do online and adapt these messages into 
your own family rules.

Take a look at the conversation starter ideas and family agreement template available from 
Childnet International: www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/have-a-conversation 12

http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parents-guide-technology 
http://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/have-a-conversation


Filters and Parental Controls:
Children can accidently or deliberately be exposed to illegal, unwanted or unpleasant 
content online, but there are some simple steps you can take at home to help minimise 
this risk.

• Make sure you install anti-virus software, filters and parental controls on your child’s 
device before giving it to them.
• Ensure that you are role-modelling good behaviour by using strong passwords 
yourself; make them difficult to guess and don’t share them with your children.• Remember that blocks and filters are not 100% effective and you can’t rely on them 
alone to protect your children, so remind them to tell you if they see something upsetting 
online.

Take a look at the interactive guide to parental controls available from Internet Matters: 
www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/interactive-guide/
Talk to your children:

Take an active interest in your child’s online life and engage in the digital world with them.• Let your children teach you about their online world and how they use technology; 
playing new games and exploring websites together can often open opportunities to 
discuss safe behaviour online.
• Make sure your children know that you are safe and approachable; remind them that 
they can tell you if something happens online that makes them feel scared, worried or 
uncomfortable, without being told off or punished.
You can find more advice about talking to you child about online safety from CEOP:
www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/having-a-conversation-with-your-child/
  
Other useful websites for parents/carers:
• www.net-aware.org.uk - NSPCC guide to the most popular apps and websites available 
online.
• www.thinkuknow.co.uk - CEOP website for advice and reporting abuse online.
• www.iwf.org.uk - Report illegal content online (including indecent images of children).
• www.parentport.org.uk - Report inappropriate content online.• www.getsafeonline.org - Free up-to-date security and technical advice.
Yours sincerely

Mrs D Liddicoat
Headteacher
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Midday Meals Supervisors

For an immediate start we seek two Midday Meals Supervisors

One for 8.75 hours per week term time only and

One for 6.25 hours per week term time only

Both posts will require the individual to undertake First Aid training.

A first aid allowance is payable at the end of each academic year.

The hours of work are:
One for 8.75 hours per week, term time only

One is for 6.25 hours per week, term time only

The hourly rate is £7.25 rising to £7.68 within three years

Payment of salary is made monthly:

Post 1 gross salary will be £227.37

Post 2 gross salary will be £162.07

Further details and support staff application form can be obtained under the ‘Support Staff tab’ ‘of the Vacancies’ section on the school 

website www.ccgrammarschool.co.uk or by following the link: http://www.ccgrammarschool.co.uk/94/current-vacancies/cat/2/support 

Closing date: 10.00am Friday January 6th 2017

Interview date: Tuesday January 10th 2017 

Chatham & Clarendon Grammar School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects 

all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. The successful candidate will be subject to an Enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service 

(DBS) check.

Request for new Zebra Crossing turned down by KCC

The school, together with support from two local County Councillors, have been working closely with Kent 

County Council Highways to have a new zebra crossing installed by the school gates in Chatham Street. 

The crossing was seen by all as a necessity to help ensure the safety of all trying to cross the road at the top 

end of Chatham Street. 

The cost of the installation had been agreed and the school would contribute £6,000 towards the overall cost of 

£18,000.

We have been notified by KCC Highways that the crossing will now not go ahead “due to negative consultation 

feedback and a lack of support for a zebra crossing on Chatham Street”.

“Due to this we have had to reconsider proposals and we are now proposing a build out solution which has 

considerably less impact upon the loss of parking, does not cause operational difficulties for Farley’s but does 

provide a safer crossing point with improved visibility and a reduced carriageway width”.

The proposal is to extend the footpath out into the road which in effect will narrow the road for car users.

We will be pursuing the option for a zebra crossing as the school is not happy with the new proposals. We will 

keep Students and Parents informed of our progress in this matter.

May I take this opportunity to wish you all 
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year from all the staff at CCGS. 

School recommences for all students on 
January 4th 2017 at 8.40am

http://www.ccgrammarschool.co.uk/94/current-vacancies/cat/2/support   
http://www.ccgrammarschool.co.uk/94/current-vacancies/cat/2/support   

