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Chatham & Clarendon Grammar School

For all the very latest news log on to ccgrammarschool.co.uk

Dear Parents/ Carers,
Issue 15 - July 2016

• Messages from the Headteacher

• Music News - The latest from our 
talented musicians

• Drama - Workshop visits the school

• TEDx - CCGS hosts its very own 
TED Talk

• Sports Day Baking Competition- 
Talented students impress with their 
baking ability

• Activities Week - Reports from a 
successful five days in and away 
from school

• Junior and Intermediate Maths UKMT 
Olympiad - students from CCGS 
compete

• Visit to Naval Dockyard- students 
visit Portsmouth

• Work Experience - find out how Year 
10 students fared in the world of work
 
• Sign Language - opportunities to 
learn at CCGS

• End of Term message from the 
Chaplain

• Charity News

• Student News - success for Georgia 
Silk

• Life after school - careers fair and 
university visits for CCGS students

• Staff Goodbyes

• Ramsgate Festival - exciting events 
locally this summer

It hardly seems possible that we are nearing the end of yet 
another academic year, it seems to have just whizzed by! 
This has been a very busy term for both staff and students 
alike as you can see from the articles that follow.

Staying Safe During The Summer Holidays

Could you please remind your son/daughter that when out 
and about socialising with their friends, they need to look 
after each other and stay together. They should not leave 
a friend in the care of a stranger, even if the stranger is 
an adult and especially if the student has been drinking 
(this applies to our older students), as we have been made 
aware that there are gangs of people of all ages operating 
in Thanet and East Kent who prey on young people in 
vulnerable situations.

Uniform Reminder

This is my annual plea to check the uniform policy in your 
son/daughter’s planner before purchasing new uniform 
please. We have had a particular problem this year with 
boy’s shoes; Clarks market some trainer type shoes as 
school shoes and these are not acceptable. Shoes should 
be of a conventional type.

Life After Brexit

I want to reassure all our parents and students that our 
school remains inclusive and we embrace and celebrate the 
positive contributions all our students of all nationalities, 
race and cultures make towards this being a happy, caring 
and successful school. We are lucky to have students in 
all year groups from both European and non-European 
backgrounds and are confident, and hopeful, that this will 
continue to be the case. 1



Summer Concert, 24th June 2016

It is always sad to say goodbye to 

our musicians leaving the school 

and this year was no exception. 

After a first half provided by 

the Senior Wind Band, Jazz 

Band, Choir, Advanced Vocal 

Ensemble, A cappella group and 

String Ensemble the Year 13s 

took to the stage with an eclectic 

but wonderful mix of music from Beethoven’s 

Pathetique to Grease. They formed an ensemble to finish the evening 

with a rendition of God Only Knows by the Beach Boys.

We will miss you Year 13 musicians - a great concert and many happy memories!

 
Our leaving Year 13s:

 
Tom McLeod   Chloe Weedy  Robert Cook  

Kat Cutler-Mackenzie Joe Whelan  Hannah Musindi

Lucy Taylor   Jordan Childs  Abi Spanner  

Connor Hyde

Intermediate Band play at St Andrew’s Fete, 25th June 2016

 
Intermediate Band gave one of the most polished performances I have ever 

heard and drew a massive audience, despite the weather being very inclement! 

Fortunately they had provided us with a gazebo to play underneath to avoid the 

showers but the drum kit and percussion could not fit under and instead had 

their own ‘umbrella assistants’! A fantastic afternoon and congratulations to the 

musicians, some of whom had learnt 12 pieces in a short space of time.
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Year 12 Drama workshop on techniques in story-telling and mime and a 

performance of ‘Scaramouche Jones’.

On Thursday 16th June Year 12 drama 

students had the exciting opportunity to 

participate in a ‘White Cobra Productions’ 

workshop. The morning was spent 

learning and rehearsing different 

dramatic techniques; particularly 

storytelling and mime, to help their 

preparation for their devised work, 

which will form an important part of 

their A level examinations later this 

year. The students met the company’s 

Stage Manager, Technical Manager 

and worked alongside Kate Billingham 

and Richard Jordan. The company used 

innovative exercises to help the class 

develop their skills, sharing advice from 

their own professional experiences. Then, 

in the afternoon the students watched 

Richard Jordon perform in Justin 

Butchers’ ‘Scaramouche Jones’, directed 

by Kate Billingham. The one man play 

was both thrilling and thought provoking, 

containing the techniques from the earlier 

workshop. This was followed by the chance to discuss the play with 

the company and ask about the development process, benefitting the students’ 

knowledge of dramatic devising techniques. It was an ‘incredible performance’ to 

end the ‘amazing day’ which was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone.

Amber Yoofoo

Twelfth Night, Shakespeare for Schools Festival, the cast list has gone out!

 
Drama is very excited to announce the cast list for Twelfth Night. The performance 

will be on the 9th November at the Theatre Royal, Margate, sharing the stage with 

three other local schools. Tickets for this event will go on sale early in September, 

available from Mrs Magill. We will keep you updated with our dedicated page for 

SSF on the Drama department area on the school website. Please check there 

for the cast list and latest updates. 3



On Wednesday 6th July 2016, a group of Year 12s were involved in organising 

and managing a TEDx event in our sixth form common room. The event involved 

two external speakers (one talking about ecology called Dr Phil Buckley, and 

one talking about technology, Mr Dominic Newing), two past inspirational TED 

videos and three speakers from Year 11 - Melodie and Lucy Karczewski talking 

about “Two minds with a musical message”, and Jemma Hart who spoke about 

her experience of achondroplasia. The event was open to the sixth form, Year 10s 

and 11s and also prospective Year 12 students. The whole event will be uploaded 

to the TEDx YouTube channel (links to the videos will be posted shortly once 

they are live) and social media was encouraged throughout. The audience had 

positive feedback from the event and it was regarded as a great success.

Sports Day Food Competition

The Sports Day Food Competition this year had a theme 

of Rio Olympics, yet again the students created fantastic 

edible masterpieces as well as enjoyed themselves during 

the morning. A total of five students from Year 7-9 took 

part and each one showed creativity and passion during 

the whole process. After each hour a different cake was 

made and assembled, or doughnut fried producing an 

array of delights to tickle any taste bud.

To judge this was a difficult task of taste testing, because 

of the high standard produced by all students. Finally a 

decision was made.

First place went to Louis Sotiri who not only created Olympic rings with 

cakes but each cake had a different colour and flavour.

The flavours were: vanilla chocolate chip, blueberry, chocolate caramel, orange, lemon, and vanilla. A 

truly fantastic display of talent from a Year 7. I look forward to future creations from all competitors.

1st Louis Sotiri

2nd Sapphire Mo’del Tarjomani

3rd Shaun Liddle

4th Ryan Kirby

5th Katie McNally

Miss Cracknell
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Our Experiences of the Opal Coast Trip

Poppy 

My day began with travelling to places, Dover, the ferry and Boulogne. When we arrived in 

France we went to the snail farm and got the chance to hold, and eat snails. I turned down the 

offer parce que je déteste l’escargot. Next we went to the bakery and saw a French baker make 

bread. To end the day we went to the beach and then went to bed in our hostel.

The next morning we went to the chocolate factory and were able to see how chocolate is 

made. It smelt great in the chocolate factory and I enjoyed it.

After the chocolate factory, we went to Bagatelle, a French theme park. I went on the biggest 

ride, Le Triops. J’adore Bagatelle parce que c’est amusant!

On the morning of the third day we packed our stuff and loaded it onto the coach. For the rest 

of our time in France we all went around the French shops and did a shopping challenge. I 

bought last minute gifts for my family.

Afterwards we drove to Calais and got on the ferry and journeyed back home.

I enjoyed the trip and liked the theme park the best. I also liked the smell of the chocolate 

factory.

Maraj 

For the Opal Coast trip, we went to France. We visited 4 different towns which were: 

Bagatelle, Calais, Boulogne and Le Touquet. We travelled to France by ferry then coach. 

On the first day, we went to the snail farm where we had the opportunity to eat cooked 

snails! We even got the chance to have them on our faces as we were told that they 

were good for our skin. We also visited the bakery where we watched how bread was 

made. Later on that day we went to the beach and had so much fun. Dinner was great 

we had a variety of different foods that we could try. 

On the second day, we visited Bagatelle theme park and a chocolate factory. I had an 

amazing time at the theme park as it wasn’t busy at all. I went on many different rides 

but my favourite ride was the rollercoaster. When we got to the hotel I was very tired 

as we had done many different activities.  

On the last day, we went to Le Touquet where we went shopping and had lunch on the 

beach. We visited a supermarket where I bought many different gifts for my family. 

We had a shopping challenge to complete which helped us find our way around the 

supermarket. After our wonderful time at France, we made our way back to England I 

was very happy to see my family. (I didn’t really miss them that much).

Activities Week
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Year 8 Day of Drama

On Monday of Activities Week, 118 Year 8 students had a day of Drama, where in 

small groups they had to devise a 5 minute piece of Theatre In Education. Heats 

took place before lunch and then 5 successful pieces went on the final, where an 

overall winner was declared.  The winning groups piece was about the dangers 

of the internet.

Rockley Watersports Trip 2016

During activity week 43 students from Year 8 had the opportunity to spend a 

week in the South of France doing exciting outdoor activities and water sports. 

We departed from school in the late afternoon on Saturday and after a slightly 

disturbed night on the coach; we arrived at the Rockley campsite early on Sunday 

morning. Each day we were woken up for an 8 o’clock breakfast and at 9:30 our 

morning activities began. The afternoon activities started at 2:00 after lunch and 

went on until late in the afternoon. The activities we enjoyed included Kayaking, 

Windsurfing, Mountain Biking, Dart/Pico sailing and Paddle Boarding. Also, we 

went on two day trips, one to an amazing waterpark called Aqualand and one 

to a mountain near the Spanish border to do some white water rafting. Many 

of the students favourite activity was the rafting as it was a once in a lifetime 

opportunity for most of us. Dinner was always nice, with each meal themed 

around a country’s cuisine – there was a UK night, Chinese, French, Italian and 

on the final night a big USA feast! Then, in the evenings we had different types 

of activities and entertainment to finish the fun packed days, Finally, on behalf 

of all of the students we would like to say a massive thank you to all of the 

teachers for making this trip a fantastic experience and especially Mrs Morgan 

for organising the whole trip.
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Bletchley Park Trip Activities Week

On the Thursday of Activities week 27 Year 9 students went on a Computer 

Science day out to Bletchley Park. Students had a guided visit around Bletchley 

and visited exhibitions on the role that Bletchley Park played in code breaking 

during the Second World War. Students were able to use a real Enigma machine 

to encode their name and to see Alan Turing’s “Bombe” machine that was 

responsible for breaking the Germans Enigma Code and helping to end the war 

earlier. Students also took part in a workshop where they learnt how to encode 

and decode messages using different cyphers.

Wingham Wildlife Adventures

During activities week Year 8 enjoyed a 

fun-filled day at Wingham Wildlife Park. We 

had lots of fun visiting the new mechanical 

dinosaurs and seeing all the real animals 

as well! Some of the students were lucky 

enough to see the penguins, out for their 

morning stroll with their keeper. Others had 

to be content with a cuddle with a resident 

tarantula during the wildlife experience! We 

also had the chance to touch the snake and 

lizard as well. The students had a lovely 

few hours seeing the flamingos, reptiles, 

monkeys, lions and tigers and were able to 

feed some of the animals. Then we headed 

back to school to design our own animal 

enclosures. Some of the designs were very 

imaginative and creative! 7



Year 8 Maths Team Challenge 

During Activities Week

We had another great competition-

packed day with our keen 

mathematicians in Year 8. 

Students worked in teams of 

four competing in 4 UKMT style 

team challenge rounds: group 

round, cross number, mini relay 

and running relay. The challenge 

finished with a practical round 

where teams had to make the 

longest colour coded pi chain. 

There were lots of prizes for the best teams 

in each round and the overall winning team: Tyne Goold, Amber Gibbs, Melissa 

Palmer, Yashini Thavakumar. It was great to see our young mathematicians enjoy 

the day. Thank you to all the sixth formers and staff who helped to make the day 

such a success.

Year 9 Maths Cipher Cracking 

Day
 
Year 9 spent the day 

experiencing a range of 

coding and encryption 

methods used down through 

the ages; from Caesar Shifts 

(named after Julius Caesar) 

through to the WW2 secrecy 

of Bletchley Park and the 

Enigma Code, culminating 

in the coding used to ensure 

the safety of modern day credit/debit cards.

There was a competitive element to the day’s proceedings as the students 

worked in teams against each other across a range of encryption/decryption 

tasks. So congratulations are extended once again to the winners (Charlie 

Mair, Dylan Mogg, Callum Musselwhite and Fergus Rogers) and indeed to all 

who took part ensuring an enjoyable and informative day was had by all.
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Junior UKMT Individual Challenge

 
Another set of fantastic results from our growing talent in Year 7 and 8 who 

performed brilliantly in their individual UKMT challenge. Overall, we have had 7 

gold, 21 silver and 19 bronze certificates across the two year groups.

In Year 8 the gold winners were Leon Munt, Pawel Lisowski, Hang Cao and Shiam 

Srikumar.

The gold certificates in Year 7 were awarded to Lydia Nottingham, Louis Sotiri 

and Jessica Booth.

Lydia’s score was the highest in school and she was invited to take part in the 

Junior Maths Olympiad. Lydia achieved a merit in this follow-on round showing 

her brilliant mathematical skills. Well done to all those who took part in this 

challenge.

Intermediate UKMT Individual Challenge

Our best mathematicians from Year 9 to 11 sat the UKMT Intermediate challenge 

with outstanding results. There were 13 gold, 25 silver and 42 bronze certificates.

Congratulations to the following students who achieved gold certificates.

Year 11 James White, William Dean, Hal Mutton, Alistair Manclark, Menno Kramer

Year10 Linley Rich, Connor Smith, Jarvis Stevens, Samuel Dynes, George James

Year 9 Kazki Fairman, Timothy Attwell, Jonah Worledge

Follow on rounds

Year 9 students Timothy Attwell, Jonah Worledge, Toby Attwell together with 

Lydia Nottingham from Year7 scored high enough to make it to the follow-on 

Grey Kangaroo round. Timothy and Jonah achieved a merit in this extra round, 

well done!

Linley, Connor, Jarvis and Sam from Year 10 and James, William, Hal and 

Alistair from Year 11 progressed to the next Pink Kangaroo round. James and 

Hal achieved a merit in this round, well done!

Kazki Fairman, who had the highest score in Year 9, did so well that he was 

invited to sit the extra challenging Cayley Olympiad, which required him to sit a 

2 hour paper. He went on to achieve a merit in this highly selective competition. 

Congratulations! 9



Visit to Portsmouth Naval 

Dockyard

A  former student of Chatham 

& Clarendon Grammar School, 

Lt Ian Ball, invited us to attend 

an open day at Portsmouth 

Naval Dockyard on Monday 

July 4th 2016. A total of 20 

(Year 11) students and 4 staff 

were invited to his ship, 

HMS Dauntless, which was 

undergoing a refit.

 
Lt Ball took our students to all parts of the ship including 

allowing us to sit in the Captain’s chair on the bridge, visit to the control centre, the 

gun loading bay, officers’ mess and officers’ quarters. In the afternoon Lt Ball and his 

colleagues provided workshops where the students learnt about logistics, fire-fighting, 

loading the guns and the use of radar and sonar. We were also lucky to meet a new 

Midshipman who explained how he joined the navy.

 
The trip was a great success and we are looking to visit the dockyard again next year.

Wonderful Work Experience

Many congratulations to our Year 10 students who have just returned from a week of 

experience of work, many in local settings but others further afield. In the vast majority 

of cases students enjoyed positive placements, learning new skills and fitting into 

new teams and are now able to reflect on what they have gained from their experience. 

More than one student was offered part-time work, and at least one other the prospect 

of an apprenticeship in the future, having been described as ‘the best work experience 

student we have ever had’.

Sign Language

As you might have seen in a previous newsletter (and also on the BBC TV programme ‘See Hear’) 

we are one of only a handful of schools in the country to be running the GCSE in British Sign 

Language.  The students have just finished their first year and will be carrying on in September.

 
In September we will also be offering the opportunity to study for a Level 1 qualification in 

Practical Signing.  This will be for September’s Year 9 and Year 10. Students who successfully 

complete this course will hopefully be able to go on and study the GCSE the following year.  The 

organisation that runs these courses normally charges £395 for this qualification, the school will 

part subsidise the cost, leaving a contribution of £100 from the student.  More details about this 

will be sent home when we return after the summer break.
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Chaplaincy Corner

At last Summer holidays 

are in sight and it’s that 

time of year where all are 

tired through academic and 

extra-curricular activity and 

yet remaining cheerful. I 

like to think that our school 

community is a mirror of 

the greater community in 

terms of core values and 

religious toleration. In our 

community we celebrate our differences in the appreciation of ‘rites of passage’ 

whether students are baptised or confirmed in local churches, or having been on 

umrah to Mecca and in sharing their experience of pilgrimage.

The summer holidays will bring other journeys to places in the UK or further 

afield and these can also be forms of pilgrimage in sharing time and stories with 

friends and families along the way. The summer season in the Christian calendar 

is known as Ordinary Time as if nothing particular occurs e.g. no great festivals. 

Yet it is anything but ordinary as students find excitement in holiday activities 

and I often find the sun makes them grow quicker so that by September they 

seem to have grown by an inch or two! In this Ordinary Time we are given time to 

explore the wonders of creation and for Mrs Jeffrey and her husband creation will 

be realised as they look forward to their first child this Autumn.

Wishing you all a blessed summer.

Rev Thomas & Mrs Jeffrey

Nearly New Uniform

We are always happy to accept your CLEAN donation of any blazers, skirts and jumpers which you no longer 

need so we can recycle them for other students. Please send them into any of the school receptions before 

the end of term or bring them into the Chatham site during the holidays (between 9am and 1pm).

If you are interested in buying an item, all items priced at £5, then the shop will be open during the summer 

holiday as follows:

 
Friday 22nd July 9am till 10.30am

Wednesday 27th July 10am to 11.30am

Tuesday 2nd August 9am to 10.30am

Tuesday 9th August 9am to 10.30am

 
Or during school hours by appointment via registrar@ccgrammarschool.co.uk
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Charity Collections

The students have collected money for a variety of different causes this year, 

some of them related to their House Charity and others for national charity events.

KH £325.89 Rainbow Ward QEQM

MS £380.83 Macmillan Cancer Nurses

RP £473.87 GOSH
TS £569.94 Pilgrims Hospice

Other charity collections during the year were:

Canterbury Riding School for the disabled £82 (sixth form charity)

Children in Need £1250

Text Santa £865
Sports Relief £1010

Children with Cancer £2123.66

Total collection of all the above and house charities = £7081.19

Georgia Silk

Georgia travelled up to Nottingham Trent 

University to represent the Southeast Fencing 

Region at the Senior Winton Cup.  The 

Winton cup is a yearly competition set up 

over 60 years ago, it is an adult competition 

with around ten regions entering men and 

women teams for all three weapons.  The 

Event is now run in honour of Sir Nicholas 

Winton who organised the rescue of 669 

children destined for Nazi concentration 

camps, and died last year aged 106.  

Georgia was selected to join the 

Southeast Women’s Foil team and was 

the youngest fencer at the event.  

 
After an exciting and tough two days 

the Southeast team shone through to 

win the cup. 

Georgia and her team mate Mirren 

were asked by the Team captain Phillip 

Shepard-Foster to receive the cup at the closing 

ceremony presented by the grand children of Sir 

Nicholas Winton. 12



Chatham & Clarendon Careers Day

Year 10 students had two specially planned days to inform them of the possible further education and 

career pathways available after Year 11.

Day One

Careers Fair: A selection of guests/volunteers kindly gave up their time 

to inspire the next generation engaging with the students and providing 

them with advice and guidance using their own valuable experiences to 

draw on to different routes into careers. Students had the opportunity 

to meet professionals from institutions such as the Police, Army, Navy, 

as well as representatives from Spurling Cannon Accountancy, Amey, 

Holiday Extras and a range of STEM (Science Technology Engineering 

Mathematics) ambassadors. A range of local professionals, from social 

workers to a graphic design artist allowed one on one conversation 

so that students could discuss specific career pathways and their 

own future plans. There was a chance to look at apprenticeship 

opportunities, East Kent College, Canterbury College, Hadlow College 

and Canterbury Christ Church University.

Barclays Lifeskills: A workshop to help students understand the 

importance of writing a good CV and covering letter. 

Careers Pathways: Presented by Chris Target from CXK, the 

students were introduced to the different routes they can take 

into specific careers.

Sixth form taster sessions: Allowed the students to try out 

A-level subjects at the 6th form centre.

Day Two

Canterbury Christ Church University: hosted our Year 10 

students giving them a campus and accommodation tour 

together with a choice of lectures to attend which included 

Midwifery, Occupational Therapy, Primary Education and 

History as well as many more.

Comments from students

‘I know more about careers and what 

happens. It’s inspired me more to do 

something with my life.’

‘It’s made me understand how to get 

into different types of jobs.’

‘It was intriguing’     ‘A good experience 

overall’     ‘I was interested to hear about 

apprenticeships’

‘I enjoyed my choice of lecture’     ‘This 

has made me want to go to university 

more.’

The students found the two days exciting and motivating and we would like to thank all our guests/

volunteers, Barclays and CCCU for all their time and effort. 13



Staff Leaving

We have a number of staff leaving us at the end of term:

Mrs Carpenter (PE) who joined us in 1978 is retiring after 36 years. She has worked 

tirelessly to promote and support students in developing their talents across a 

range of sporting activities. She has coached hundreds of students in hundreds 

of school teams to be successful in hundreds of school competitions in her time 

with us! We all wish Mrs Carpenter a long and happy retirement, which no doubt 

will involve lots of badminton, trips to the gym, watching the cricket and queuing 

for Wimbledon!

Mrs Vafeas (RS) is also retiring after 19 years at the school. Mrs Vafeas has been a 

dedicated teacher of RS, ensuring all the students in her care reach their potential 

both at GCSE and A Level and she will be sadly missed. We all wish her a long 

and happy retirement and I know she has plans to travel, so we look forward to 

some interesting postcards!

Mr Edmeades (Science) is retiring after  22 years at the school. Not only is he a 

fantastic teacher of science, he has also run the Greenpower club very successfully 

and dozens of students have benefitted from his expertise in building and racing 

the Greenpower cars.

Mrs Edmeades (Food tech) is also retiring after 5  years at the school. I want to 

thank her for all her hard work with students but also in developing the various 

‘Bake Off’ competitions within the school.  We wish both Mr & Mrs Edmeades a 

very long, happy and restful retirement together.

Mrs Canham (HR) is retiring after 26 years working both at Clarendon, then 

Chatham and now as one school. Her wealth of knowledge about all things HR & 

Finance related will be sorely missed. We all wish her a long and happy retirement.

Mr Spain (DT) is leaving to join a school in Surrey. I would like to thank him for all 

his hard work and contributions to both the DT department and school rugby. The 

quality of the work produced by both GCSE and A Level students in DT is truly 

outstanding and is the result of the many extra hours he has put in to support 

students with their work.

Mr Bottle (admin assistant) is leaving to take up another post. Mr Bottle initially 

joined us as an apprentice and has provided invaluable support in the 6th form 

centre and to teaching staff.
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Finally

May I take this opportunity to thank 

all the staff at the school for all their 

continued hard work this year in 

supporting our students to be the best 

they can be. 

I wish you all a safe and relaxing holiday. 

We look forward to welcoming new Year 

7 students to the school on Monday 5th 

September at 8.40am, Years 8 -11 at 

10.30am, Year 13 at 8.40am at the 6th 

Form Centre and Year 12 on Wednesday 

7th September at 8.40am.


